Comintern  7 th  World 
Congress  Part  1 1 : The  Success 
of  the  Anti-Fascist  United  Front 


Maurice  Thorez 
1935  London:  Modern  Books 

39p. 


The  Successes  of  the  Anti-Fascist  United  Front 

Speech  of  Maurice  / horcz  ii 

!*,rW  fW«.  of  Ifc.  Communist  Utr^ional 
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|,fC'7nat.  raises  questions  of  considerable  im.^?mmum:rt 

I,,tl  t international  significance.  No  one  coxLt  ,tance  a°d  of  un- 

:in9  with  more  competence  and  authority  trcated  *uch 

«£&.  ^ ,‘h«  ' «">  °“r 

;vas  at  I-eipr-'fi.  face  to  face  with  Coebbek  r-  - 

. lieutenants  of  the  sinister  Hitler  th-n  rv  - ,oenn8f.  the 

t S'cmcnt  Of  tilt  bloody  barbarism  ol  “*  fcnh 

» •>«  proudly 

'"tional  and  of  all  the  toilers  of  the  world.  m>,t  lnter* 

n3jt  was  again  Dimitrov  who,  by  the  example  of  his  c-.im  , 
indomitable  courage,  stimulated  the  unity  of  the  working  ^ 
the  union  of  all  anti-fascists  against  the  greatest  crime  xnowT^ 
history-  Throughout  the  world  millions  upon  millions.  Com* 
rtiUhists,  Socialists,  anti-fascists,  toilers  and  intellectuals, follow^ 
ivith  tense  emotion  the  heroic  struggle  of  Dimitrov  against  the 
executioners  of  the  German  people,  the  persecutors  of  our 
courageous  Thalmann. 

The  name  of  the  Ilolshevik  Dimitrov  is  pronounced  with  heart 
felt  gratitude  and  affectionate  admiration  by  all  those  who  want 
to  unite  in  order  to  repel  the  brutal  assault  of  fascism.  The  voice 
0f  Dimitrov,  sounding  far  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  Leipzig 
tribunal,  gave  new  confidence  and  hope  to  the  toilers  of  Germany 
it  inspired  the  anti-fascist  fighters  of  all  countries  with  new 

ardour. 

Marcel  Cachin  has  already  given  the  Congress  a vivid  account 
of  the  great  battle  going  on  in  France  between  the  forces  of  reac 
tionary  fascism  and  those  of  progressive  and  revolutionary  anti 
fascism.  There  is  no  doubt  that  our  struggle  in  France  possesses 
great  international  significance.  The  future  of  the  people  of 
France  and  of  the  peoples  of  Europe,  for  many  years  to  come 
depends  upon  the  issue  of  this  battle  and  upon  the  outcome  of  our 
anti-fascist  movement.  Conscious  of  the  responsibilities  of  our 
Communist  Party,  not  only  to  the  proletariat  of  France  but  to  our 
brothers  in  other  countries  as  well,  we  shall  endeavour  to  make  a 
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I.  FASCISM  INT  FRANCE-  A ,,  ^ V 

immediate  danger  ‘‘ 1 ^’D 
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■I  he  mighty  demonstration  of  the  People- 
m France  has  had  wide  rvi*ercns^t,«.  * ..  |,|Vj'ii  , 
N'ever  before  had  a manifestation  of  such  ^Ugh?ut  th^X  '«* 
ness^d  in  Paris.  Half  a million  men  and  , ,l;w",Ul'h  hLj^L 


the  Communist  Party,  the  Socialist  Pt 
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ctev,  etc.  I he  crowd  was  ardent  and  enthusiastic  r, 

the  People’s  Front  and  its  slogans  of  immediate 
I«.*ace,  bread  and  liberty.  It  manifested  particular  am,  W 
our  Communist  Party,  the  champion  of  workers'  n'v"11* 
initiator  and  organiser  of  the  People's  Front.  It  launch!^  *** 
slogan , from  then  on  the  most  widespread  slogan  in  F ** 
" Soviets  Everywhere  ! " It  was  an  immense  success.  ranct> 
However,  as  Comrade  Dimitrov  emphasised  yesterday  it  w 
l»e  quite  dniigerous  to  yield  to  the  illusion  that  fascism  is 
overcome.  At  the  very  hour  that  the  j>eoplc  of  Paris  was  rr/ 
claiming  its  readiness  not  to  let  fascism  pass,  Colonel  Count  tlev 
Xtocque  was  reviewing  his  civil  war  troops.  There  were  35,000  ^ 
them,  invited  by  the  head  of  the  government  to  relight  the 
memorial  flame  at  the  tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier.  fhev 
marched  past  in  cade  need  step,  in  military  formation.  And  \vr 
know  that  the  Croix  de  Feu  (Fiery  Cross)  jjossesses  arms,  motor, 
cycles,  automobiles  and  airplanes.  The  fascist  enemy  has  not 
been  crushed.  It  is  regrouping  its  forces  and  is  preparing  for  it* 
next  attacks.  The  danger  continues  to  grow.  The  profound 
causes  that  give  birth  to  fascism,  that  permit  il  to  develop  and  to 
gain  in  strength,  have  not  disappeared.  The  continued  aggrava- 
tion of  the  general  crisis  of  capitalism,  and  the  persistence  of  the 
economic  crisis,  are  making  the  toilers'  living  conditions  more 
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r,  miserable.  1»  order  to  prevent  and  limit  the  revolt  of 

V J 'noiirii'K  :m<  l"  prt,>afe  Un  war  by  enuiri**  i(j 

,hr  L.d,  bourgeoisie  on  an  international  scale  requires 

(•*'*£„,«*  the  curve  of  pioduction  has  again  fallen  <1,-,., 


^ France  the  curve  of  product™  has  again  fallen,  dropping 
the  previous  low  point  of  Unemployment  is  greater 

»*  Lt  year-  I«  "f  l‘*e  restrictions  of  every  kind  inq^ed 

***  the  workers,  the  ...mo,  government  officials,  the  peasants, 
0 i the  small  shopkeepers  for  the  past  three  years,  the  deficit  in 
aI‘  .taw  budget  persists  and  grows.  Fifteen  billion  francs  have 
lJc'jy  been  cut  front  salaries,  tensions,  allowances,  relief,  and 
3 !tit-  beneficial  to  the  community.  But  on  the  one  hand  tax 
-lots  are  dropping  steadily  owing  to  the  economic  crisis,  and 


rif  tjje  other  * the  vvar  and  j>olice  budgets  are  expanding  out  of  all 
cn  sure.  Moreover,  the  3. aval  government  has  again  decided  to 
Effect  a ravin j?  of  eleven  billions  hy  means  of  emergency  decrees 
n is  reducing  the  salaries  of  civil  servants,  employees  and  workers 
f the  bin  public  services  by  ten  per  cent.  It  is  making  a ten  per 
•lit  cut  m the  pensions  paid  the  cx*servicemen  and  war  victims, 

^(1  in  the  allowances  paid  to  retired  government  officials.  It  has 
^iit  the  income  of  small  rentiers  by  ten  per  cent, 

A mighty  wave  of  discontent  is  rising  throughout  the  country. 
jn  Paris  and  in  the  provinces,  in  spite  of  bans,  arrests  and  dis- 
missals, the  demonstrations  multiply,  imposing  and  militant. 
The  revolutionary  upsurge  is  growing.  Communist  influence  is 
increasing.  That  is  why  the  French  bourgeoisie  is  turning  toward 
fascist  dictatorship,  is  arming  and  inciting  its  mercenary  bands. 
That  is  why  Premier  Laval  tolerates,  encourages  and  even 
legalises  the  Croix  dc  Feu  at  a time  when  the  People’s  Front 
demands  its  disarming  and  dissolution. 

Moreover,  certain  sections  of  the  big  bourgeoisie  are  opposing 
the  Franco-Soviet  pact  of  mutual  assistance.  They  are  carrying 
on  a campaign  against  the  Soviet  Union  and  against  Communism 
in  general.  They  demand  a rapprochement  with  Hitler  ( ic-miany. 
They  base  themselves  upon  the  most  reactionary  elements  and 
ufx>n  the  fascist  groups,  whose  leaders  have  had  talks  with  Hitler. 
To  his  shame  be  it  said,  they  have  even  found  a mouthpiece  in  the 
person  of  the  renegade  Doriot. 

As  we  shall  show  in  greater  detail  in  a moment,  fascism  in 
France  possesses  this  peculiarity,  as  compared  to  other  countries, 
of  being  less  developed  in  the  countryside.  Up  to  now  it  has 
recruited  much  more  in  the  cities— among  the  office  workers  and 
the  managing  i>ersonnel  of  the  big  enterprises  and  government 


institutions,  anions  the  shopkeepers  a ml  Ur.  m . 
professions-  -than  nmon«  the  peasants,  in  spite  ofth^*  of  'tit 

* Kl«at 

see,  to  historical  aiu|  . . °*** 

lions,  ami  particularly  to  the  fact  that  France  is  a1<,>  ,t,C{,l 


tr. 


m 

it  is  making  in  the  village*. 
This  is  tine,  as  we  shall 


bourgeois  democracy,  ever  since  the  Revolution 'of  a*11**' M U *“ 
I n analysing  the  general  and  special  conditions* 
vdopment,  we  must  pay  very  special  attention  toV;  fajscist  a 
causes  which  rendered  the  temporary  victory  of  fQl  - su^fccti?' 
in  several  countries-  These  are,  above  all  : Un« 
working  class,  or  its  insufficient  influence  ainonv  ^u011  vh 
classes  drawn  along  by  fascism  and  placed  under  th 
leadership  of  the  big  bourgeoisie;  as  well  as  the  m. ; - fH*Hti 


, . ...  - ditrisin  “'«»] 

working  class  provoked  and  maintained  bv  the  r«.f  . **!  n 

* K rLtormist  t# 


of  Social-Democracy. 

The  course  of  events  in  Germany- — where  vve 
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cy 


"Jnossed  s,.v. 


purely  socialist  or  coalition  governments,  and  m \ " ?vvt^] 

Spain— where  Socialist  Ministers  likewise  sat  in  thj  nstr^a  and 
government . particularly  illustrates  this  tragic  reaHt7°Unc*^  of 
Democracy's  accord  with  the  bourgeoisie  had  obstinate 
of  the  united  front  with  the  Communists  as  its  comi>ii«n 

* i ...  » i '-ment. 


the 


The  armed  struggles  of  the  Austrian  and  Spanish  pro]’ 
e fighting  in  Vienna  and  in  the  Asturias,  even  though  tl  Clar,at' 
unable  to  prevent  the  victory  of  fascism,  none  the  less  r , . tf  'Vtre 
a widening  of  the  united  front.  The  Communist  and  So^-® 
proletarians  shed  their  blood  together  against  the  common  ^,allsl 
for  the  same  great  and  noble  cause  of  the  liberation  of  the6"*10*' 
ing  class.  The  events  in  Germany,  Austria  and  Spain  sudd?^* 
illuminated  the  road  for  a large  number  of  our  Socialist  broth  7!  ' 

These  events  opened  their  eyes  to  another  policy,  to  ti,e  -!!?’ 
of  Marx,  Engels,  Lenin,  Stalin,  to  the  policy  of  the  Conum  '■* 
International.  ,nist 

What  a startling  contrast  between  the  results  of  the  two  no) 
cies,  the  two  roads  proposed  to  the  working  class  ; one  by  Soci  ! 
Democracy,  the  other  by  the  Communist  International ! 3 

On  the  one  hand,  defeat,  fascism  and  its  train  of  horrors;  the 
economic  crisis  and  its  formidable  consequences  for  the  working 
class:  unemployment,  penury,  starvation,  the  degradation  of 
man;  and  against  this  sombre  background  the  mad  race  of  arma- 
ments, the  preparation  for  a frightful  war  which  would  plunge  th* 
world  into  an  abyss  of  ruin  and  blood. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  victorious  building  of  socialism,  the 
miracles  of  industrialisation  and  collectivisation,  the  well-being, 


* 


. blnsson,inK>  ,,f  frt«  I’vnple;  the  joy  of  living  dis- 

, e»i"',rll1i,i  in  the  lovt“  ° cres,t,ve  hlKnir;  a new  world  that 

Kti*1  rf~.r»nali*y  rtb,l«  elevat,n8  th<-‘  collective,  the  land  .,1 
tb*  1 , lt  is  fighting  for  peace. 

5o^*e^s  Bolshevik  Party  ! (.lory  to  l.tnin,  who  led  the 
to  power  over  one-sisih  of  the  globe  and  traced  the 


*0' 


to  the 

cla>'' 


•ipch  we  arc  marching  ! 

Si  ***  Stalii*.  <^llr  beloved  leader,  whose  genius  has  solved  the 
t(>  r building  socialism  in  the  l .S.S.R.,  and  who  is  load- 
„K>t»le,11f  tgr national  proletariat  to  victory.  (Applause.) 

Lth«  ’nvia  Union,  by  its  very  existence,  lays  hare  and  aectn- 
The  7°  internal  and  external  contradictions  of  capitalism.  It 
t„»teS  t . the  general  crisis  of  capitalism,  and  makes  it  more 
Jt  is  the  lever  of  the  proletarian  revolution  throughout 
profo^,  ]}y  its  living  example,  it  wins  the  workers  and  the 
the  *°r  1 for  the  cause  of  socialism;  it  encourages  them  to 
filing  ,m  " struggle  under  the  leadership  of  the  Communist 
f4volotlon 

parti*-*-  tjiese  prCnei  al  conditions  of  the  offensive  of  fascism 

It l*  ‘A"e  parallel  growth  of  the  forces  of  revolution,  under  the 
and  o*  of  tlK.  Soviet  Union,  that  the  resistance  of  the  masses, 
ipflUCRC.nt  of  the  anti-fascist  movement  in  France,  acquire  a great 

Rational  significance.  . 

in  • l r’s  coming  to  power  m Germany  has  galvanised  the 
- of  reaction  in  all  the  countries  of  capitalism.  In  Austria. 
^Poland , in  Czechoslovakia . even  in  France,  the  success  of 
in  - ol -Socialism , while  arousing  the  working  class,  has  tein- 


1 the  fascist  elements  and  tendencies,  and  fortified  fascism 
forced  <n  pOVVer,  At  the  same  time  the  menace  of  a new 

■Vlperialist  war  grew,  as  did  the  threat  of  aggression  against  the 
Cftviet  Union, 

The  successes  gained  in  our  anti-fascist  struggle  in  France  are 
t*  Jinisine  the  forces  of  the  working  class  and  of  anti-fascism  in 
the  capitalist  countries,  at  the  same  time  helping  to  put  off  the 


and  to  prevent  aggression  against  the  Soviet 


aU 

imperialist  war 

: ;T‘  breadth  and  the  drive  of  the  anti-fascist  movement  in 
France  are  modifying  to  a certain  extent  the  relationship  of  forces 
onm  international  scale,  in  favour  of  the  camp  of  the  proletarian 

revolution  > 

II  the  lessons  OF  INTERNATIONAL  experience 

Before  speaking  of  the  course  of  the  battle  between  fascism  and 
the  working  class  in  France,  I think  it  is  useful  to  emphasise  the 


extent  uJiieli  tin*  t *>i K-r>*  «jf  Frumv  hnvv  |K, 
pain  Hi  J Ii-hsuhn  Htul  by  inter  na(  mtuil  t*\peri\- nt«  j 

tile  f veil  Is  in  ttennniiy*  L|  l!u«jr 

Cnrinjuti'  Mimitrov  oxjOuimxl  in  his  rejioi  t ill  ^ Ij> 

Pflrtie*  had  not  been  Strong  enough  to  draw  Iho  ^ ^Jrhi 
nil  the  toilers,  divided  by  the  noxious  policy  u{  St***  *,,fe  el^^M 
into  the  StrugglO  against  fascism.  ' ' *n<| 

\ I n nt>  II  L'  M ilKtil'Ii  fltll  I fill!  1 t.  : - . . 1 ‘‘i  li 


at  the  very  least*  cnnhiMitii  regarding  t|lL.  SJJCC|y  1 wctjjjjr*  *ri 
cism  compared  to  bourgeois  democracy.  From  II  ^,llt<f,»l  ^ 
error  there  could  only  follow  passivity,  under.-  r*  fll?t,#*ht  K 
fascist  danger  and  of  the  terrible  menace  that  lrilati°«  0f  ^ 
,wo|.Il-.s.  both  by  the  exercise-  » f its  bestial  dfctntoiXiu*"1*  f'»  *5 

directly  to  war.  * °Cflh<>n.  whjeh  JJj 

When  the  jih rase  “ fascism  is  here  " was  used 
characterise  the  slightest  fact  of  repression,  }t  u.‘‘  VVvry  t«r„  ,, 
analysts  of  events  and  of  their  development.  ’ * " "ot  a cerrJ 

Understanding  of  the  fascist  danger  and  of  thv 
ti.scd  in  repelling  it  was  not  made  easier  for  the  to  U. 

Neumann  wrote  in  the  AW  lh„,  " »I , „'  rkm-  W|£ 

»»<•«/  a tuts  a fascist  dictatorship,"  he  confused  J‘ 

Germany  and  hampered  the  Communist  partv  of  r i<',llra(,ts  i„ 

efforts  to  rally  all  the  toilers  against  their  worst  '»  its 

fascism.  1 cntn,V,  HjUvr 

'Hie  failure  to  understand  the  role  of  fascism,  . 

and  the  same  time  a product  of  capitalist  decompose ; ' 'S  at  ,>nt 
instrument  of  the  brutal  awl  violent  offensive  of  a,*1  the 
the  working  class,  also  resulted  in  a certain  fat-iFsin  * afia,n« 

At  the  JCIcecih  Plenum,  in  March  <931,  Comrade  llannil . 
denounced  the  monstrous  error  of  those  who,  seeing  o.,i«  , y 

of  these  factors,  "■  would  ascribe  to  fascism  «„  exclusively  ^5* 
itomsutg  role,  1 1 w- 

At  the  Twelfth  Plenum  of  the  E.C.C.I.  Comrade  Ercoli  point  a 
ou  how  dangerous  il  could  lx-  to  wait  for  an  automatic  and  ■ 
collapse  of  fascism  after  it  seized  power.  An  analogous  n >S 
on  the  part  of  our  Communist  Party  of  Italy,  where  4 * 

tendencies  dominated  for  a long  time,  did  not  allow  it  to  rt 
effectively  at  the  time  of  the  assassination  of  Matteotti, 

Other  weaknesses  or  defects  came  from  a superficial  and  very 

Ma nuilsky , ' The  Communist  Parties  and  the  Crisiso! 
Capitalism,  p.  107.  (Co-op,  edition), 
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. of  ^vr-lopnient  of  the  struggle,  of  the 

rfurfl‘L.  1 cl»SH  epi vjdes  of  fascisms  advance 

^ior'"V.  .u\  of  the  phenomena  of  differentiation  and  regroup- 


‘rtJ  t*Uc  X taking  place  within  it.  Umn  was  fond  of  sayintr 
$*  tlt«‘  ,01trst  of  "'*•  " ‘Oluftcm  i>  »ol  as  straight  as  tin  Nevsky 

V s«>f.  continently,  is  the  course  of  counter-re  votu- 

rc  uniform.  It  presents  zigzags,  ups  ami  downs;  in  its 
La  -'ny  (tine  fasciam  tends  to  become  consolidated;  on  the  other 

' * -J*.  IJ*  . ( i.i'krVlItr/  I'll  it*»  i . r . 1 i 


n,th,  lteatv-n  ” nor  to  exaggerate  the  internal  dissensions  or 
Ijeady  „mI>tomk'  of  disintegration, 
n some  s>  “• 1 

*VC  * major  weaknesses  in  several  countries,  and  in  Germany 
fI,e  ,|  JvvaS  the  absence  of  a fighting  united  front  of  the  work* 
jbove  a gainst  fascism.  German  Social-Democracy  preferred  to 
iWf  ^ .tscif  under  the  ruins  of  the  Weimar  Republic  rather  than 
b«0'  1 1 tfJ  ;l  united  front  of  the  working  class.  Unfortunately, 
^rrectivcs  of  Thalmann  and  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
,tlL’ ' ' . ■ n ist  Party  of  Germany  for  the  organisation  of  the  united 
f ent  ire  not  realised  in  full. 

, crjsi;i  of  Social-Democracy  , the  drop  in  its  influence  and  in 
anised  membership,  the  disarray  in  the  masses  of  workers, 
tts  _ no(  always  correctly  evaluated.  To  the  extent  that  the  pro* 

"c  j Ils  wcvc  not  gained  for  the  united  front,  it  represented  a 
^wakening  (Jf  the  working  class  by  which  fascism  profited.  The 
" ideratiic  progress  of  our  sister  Party  of  Germany,  which  sue- 
C<-eded  in  obtaining  6,000,000  votes,  was  less  than  that  of  the 
National  Socialists.  Similar  facts  have  recently  occurred  in  the 
German  areas  of  Czechoslovakia.  Our  Czech  Communist  Party 
n a grcat  election  victory  in  the  Czech  and  Slovak  regions,  and 
. the  Carpathian  Ukraine,  lint  in  the  German-speaking  areas  it 
Vas  the  pro-Nazi  Hcnlein  party  that  absorbed  the  bourgeois 
parties,  and,  to  a large  extent,  the  Social -Democracy,  and  caused 

us  losses.  ... 

The  other  essential  weaknesses  consisted  in  insufficient  atten- 
tion b»  the  partial  demands  of  the  toiling  masses,  principally  to 
the  needs  of  the  middle  classes,  which  became  an  easy  prey  to 
fascist  demagogy.  Finally,  there  was  at  times  some  hesitation  in 
deciding  and  effecting  at  the  opportune  moment  the  action  t at 
alone  could  have  rallied  the  masses  and  caused  the  balance  to  top 
in  favour  of  the  working  class. 
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lit,  fllK  FASCIST  OI  KKNS1VK  AND  Till? 

OK  Til K MASSIFS  IN  I'lMNci:  l'Slsl,A\.v 

In  liis  ri'tnitrk.iliK'  work  / h>  < hiss  Si > »i>W, . ; 

* ..  #•  ^ i ^ rtn^ 


wrote  that  revolution  organises  couitter*r«rvolution  \j 

nn  application  of  the  Jaws  of  *tiaUctk>,  coiiinv*i-.lvv^ailfl  *lx 
arms  the  revolution  by  giving  it  a real  rcvohMjUtiai1  *n  li 
matured  in  the  battle  against  its  adversary.  ot1af>* 

Marx's  thesis  enables  us  better  to  grasp  thL*  l> 

of  the  development  of  fascism  in  France,  and  of  1 i”1*’ 
resistance  of  the  masses  to  the  fascist  offensive.  k 


The  first  groupings  of  a clearly  fascist  character 
France  at  the  end  of  uu\ j,  following  the  mightv  t]  . 
that  accompanied  the  remains  of  Jauris  from  t ht-  ^ 


*arti 

riMra 


mat  accompanied  me  i emu  ms  o i j an  res  Iroin  the  (ji  ^hojj 
Deputies  to  the  Pantheon.  It  was  at  the  time  of  the  f 0j 
that  is  to  s:t>\  of  Radical  Cabinets  supported  by  the^^ Cart^l 
Party.  Communist  influence  was  on  the  rise  a fter  thv 
campaign  of  our  Party  against  the  occupation  of  tin 
against  the  Poincar£  government.  ^ Mlflr  ant| 

J ht*  bourgeoisie  financed  the  organisation  of  li.uhtin  . 
ments  against  the  working  class.  This  lirst  attempt  m c^>- 
failure  owing  to  the  general  situation,  as  well  ns  to  the  *]> 
vigorous  cou liter-thrust.  The  activity  of  the  Leagues  w u ir^s 
a greater  activity  of  the  Communist  Party,  At  that  time  \v  ^ 
fought  at  the  head  of  the  toilers  against  the  war  m Morocco3  ^ 
later  against  the  “ Poincare  experiment  " put  through  in  ’ 
the  expense  of  the  toilers.  9 ® 

In  1920,  with  the  growing  authority  of  the  Party,  owing  to 
repercussions  of  its  campaigns,  and  at  a time  when  French  ■ 
perialism  was  at  the  head  of  the  sworn  enemies  of  ihL*  Sot? 
Union  and  was  feverishly  preparing  for  war,  a new  attack  v? 
made  upon  the  Communist  Party  and  its  newspaper  i'HuttianiU 
The  fascist  groups  reappeared  on  the  scene.  A feature  of  thj 
period  was  that  the  bourgeoisie  of  France  was  not  content  to  pilsw 
for  the  organisation  of  leagues  recruited  among  the  French 
nationalists;  it  encouraged  and  supported  the  very  numerous 
groups  of  white  guard  counter-revolutionary  emigres  in  Paris 
Profiting  by  the  arrest  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the  Com- 
munist Party,  the  Barbe-Celor  group  succeeded  in  getting  hold  of 
the  leadership  of  the  Party  at  this  lime.  This  group  put  the  revolu- 

tionary movement  on  a sectarian  path  which  facilitated  the  attack  nf 
the  bourgeoisie  as  well  as  the  treason  of  the  Pupisl 2 leaders. 

2 Pupists — a group  of  renegades  expelled  from  the  Communist 
Party  and  calling  themselves  “ Party  of  Proletarian  Cnitv.” Kn 


i » C£h>r  Rroup  had  been  exposed  and  Us  sectarian 
,(t.r  the  BRr.  v rcjecte<l,  the  l’arty  began  n new  advance.  1932 
* 1>0.  Q(  thu  second  cartel,  coinciding  with  the  aggrava- 

oP*  tj,e  Per'ot,())U)niic  crisis,  the  commencement  of  the  financial 
,vJp  of  thc  chronic  deficit  in  the  slate  budget,  as  well  as  the 
t^.jSi  and  Hi  offensive  <>l  fascism  in  Central  Kuropc.  The 

‘Afiod  - Vti„itent  <*f  the  masses  and  a correct  policy  of  demands 
^■in*  Communist  Party  aided  th  c current  of  tin,*  united 

^>>  . ir;ttjc  union  unity,  I he  Amsterdam- Pteyel  move* 
j?f0nt  ully  tlevcloptd  at  the  call  of  Romuin  Rolhmd  and 

0cnt 

1 r al  financial  scandal  had  been  uncovered  at  the  end  of 
A ftcr  11  r V-Ut  croup*  endeavoured  to  exploit  it  for  a campaign 


*llt  ■ mrbu*^*  , 

jicnfl  1 r >nl  financial  scandal  had  been  uncovered  at  the  end  of 
^jier  & ? j^roup*  endeavoured  to  exploit  it  for  a campaign 
j q3?i  lh  p rbament  and  against  the  Radical  Party  that  was  in 

the  time. 

P°^C  ' I *rs  of  the  fascist  and  the  reactionary  politicians 

Thc  l(>  deflect  away  from  Communism  and  to  channel  for 

cndeflv°^  . 0f  capitalism  the  legitimate  indignation  of  the 
the  aclv^  |-r;inCe  against  the  swindlers  and  their  accomplices : 
pcoPlc  ® arj‘aDS(  ministers,  high  judges,  ambassadors,  prefects, 
^?wn»«hj  and  high  dignitaries  of  the  Legion  of  Honour, 
retired  K on  a violent  press  campaign;  they  attempted 
They  CR  t)cm0nstralions.  On  February  6th.  1934.  the  fascist 
nu»er°  . nary  leadcrS  iaimched  their  troops  in  an  attack  against 

^Chamber  of  Deputies.  They  were  unable  to  succeed  in  their 
thC  - ise  The  reply  of  the  working  class  was  prompt  and  effec- 
^,tCrPOn  the  6l)t,  our  Party  had  organised  countcr-demonstra- 
Vve-  Gn  t^e  7th’the  aroused  working-class  quarters  were  at  the 
lio”S‘iiT  inl  The  Daladier  government  resigned;  Doumergue, 
President  of  the  Republic,  was  called  to  power.  AU  demon- 
TllTns  were  prohibited.  The  Socialist  Party  abandoned  a 
demonstration  that  it  had  called  for  the  Sth  in  the  Place  de  la 

^Tht-6 Communist  Party,  ignoring  the  police  prohibition  per- 
• t«\  in  the  demonstration  that  it  had  fixed  for  the  gth  of  1-eb- 
*****  L thc  piaCe  <le  la  Rfipublique.  The  grandsons  of  the 

TUalLds  the  proletarians  of  Paris  and  of  the  Red  suburbs,  replied 
munards,  th  1 . « of  the  Communist  Party,  lhey 

without  hesitation  t * _ o{  «•  Soviets  Rvery- 

fought  the  police  for ; »'  « • „ h Rh  ut  a third  of  Paris, 

where!  ’*  <(  Down  with  1*!V5C!S5n  L,,  ^^Placede  la  Rtpublique. 
in  the  districts  ai  t he  ^ 1 { h accs  whcre  they  were 

Numerous  SoctaH«t  w(|kos  had  ^ brothers.  The  in- 

being  kept  confined,  to  jom  tnur  v,omm 


Party  workers.  ”*MI  seV|;raj 

The  courageous  buttle*  of  Communist  p;u 

krL-i'iv  nntl  i>ciisafits  in  t . ' s ^‘IccivSr 
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non 
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workers  out  of  the  factories.  For  the  hrsttim'r  <*<*>*' 
Socialists,  and  workers  organised  in  |>,M h u,t.  r , 0,11»nlni 
the  reformist  trade  union  federations  were  ?Vf>  Utio,1arv  Ms‘ 
in  demonstrations.  There  were  more  than  i „„  ""  h,'Ke  '!* 
tors,  aoo,ooo  of  them  in  Paris.  An  equal  .uunC° 
stirred,  participated  m the  funeral  of  the  J; > ’ nr(1(it't  Jl 
r„»ry  ,7th.  The  working  class  „f  Fr„„^  f, P”"5  °»  fi? 
mergetie  action  of  the  Communist  Party  Wi  , Ced  by  ‘ 
treat  attack  of  fascism.  {Applause.)  rc,’uls^  the  fi  * 

■ Sit 


ruarv  i‘th.  I he  working  class  of  France  inn..  0,1  Feh 
energetic  action  of  the  Communist  Party  , \nced  by 
great  attack  of  fascism.  {Applause.)  ,e,’uls«1  *he 

Hut  Dotunergue  is  in  power— the  Nation  il  t r„; 
coalition  serving  big  business.  The  governmen  t!!;  " 
sacrifices  upon  the  toilers.  It  favours  the  cri  *•  'T1***  ^vy 


sacrifices  upon  the  toilers.  It  favours  ^ 

fascist  bands,  who  are  trying  to  regain  influence  nftlr^-01  thl 
defeat  m February.  Ihroughout  the  country  attempt*  Tr  half 
parades  or  meetings  meet  with  vigorous  coum  at  fasc» 

by  the  workers.  A dozen  toilers  are  killed  in  ImH  °ns.tra,1V 
fascists,  who  are  armed  and  jirotected  lw  ti„,  . ' ..  e ^jbnst  th( 


fascists  who  alarmed  and  protected  hv  ,"  ^ «, 

victim  fallen  for  the  cause  renders  more  ardent  l Bllt  Cac; 

of  the  workers,  who  do  no!  yield,  but  „ ^0  *«*  «*  w> 

the  pact  of  common  struggle  against  fascism  is  signed  hv^t 
immist  Party  and  the  Socialist  Partv.  Tli-  mirWi  L he  Co,n 
to  feel  the  attraction  of  the  united  working  c^  j ^ 

The  Communist  Party  wins  a brilliant  victory  in  ti,„ 
elections  ,n  October  19-54,  limiting  the  advance  of 
parties  that  favour  fascism.  Doumergue  is  forced  to  resign 

Then,  face  to  face  with  the  growth  of  Communist  influent 
With  the  development  of  united  action,  the  fascist  LSj!  ?t 
thetr  activity.  Some  of  them  have  '' 

hands  without  great  influence  among  S 

han<,>  has  i*  m 

During  the  recent  ministerial  crises  Colonel  Count  de  h 


hcml  of  the  Croix  fie  Feu,  stated  " that  there  would  hr 

,i,  ' heft  g,m  *»>»•■«•  « * »<■  hit*.  < ’*'«'»  the  dbrrti,.,,  „/ 

*(,  i i,e  insolent  threat*  - .1  de  In  kuo|Uv,  Ids  rehearsals  of 
...nilive  expvd.ti.ms.  hud  as  their  result  the  rapprodic- 
|tit*irt’  f ,,,e  Hiidicids  "id*  ihe  vop.e  s Front.  1 hey  joined  in  the 
i0<rflt  °( iuly  J4th- 

the  battle  is  going  to  develop  and  rise  to  a higher 
A,,d  .n(,  to  the  ferment  provoked  by  the  application  of  Laval’s 
l^,-;;icy  decrees. 

tiiwrh  ^ present  a marking  time,  and  in  some  cases  even  a 

1 1\  t jji  the  influence  of  fascism  in  France.  \\  v see  polemics 
■ |,K(m  between  the  different  fascist  groups,  dissensions  within 
0f  these  groups.  The  French  fascists  have  not  been  able 


S*'*0  *ifv  their  movement  entirely.  The  Cam  dots  du  Roi  are 
i0  "reliing  with  the  Young  Patriots;  the  Fraucists  and  the  Soli- 
<1°^  p-fatijaise  pnlcmise  against  the  Croix  de  Feu  in  their  press, 

^The  Agrarian  Party  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  organising  the 
nl  front.  Once  its  leaders  denounced  the  fascist  Dorgfcres, 

I*  0 w(lS  acting  on  hehalf  of  a clan  of  country  squires  and  big 
!'  uied  proprietors.  1 he  1 axpayvrs'  League,  led  bv  reactionaries, 

J®'  suffered  its  first  split  and  is  threatened  by  a second,  because 
^leadership,  tributary  to  big  business,  attempts  to  justify  the 
mergence  decrees.  Likewise,  among  the  ex-servicemen  and  in 
the  association  of  small  tradesmen,  among  those  who  backed  the 
fascist  groups  on  the  evening  of  February  6th,  the  reactionary 
and  pro-fascist  chiefs  are  often  put  in  a difficult  situation  by  their 
rank  and  file  adherents  who  are  influenced  by  the  Communist 
Party  and  the  People’s  Front. 

The  reactionary  camp  is  experiencing  defections  atul  desertions. 
Another  fact  of  some  importance  : voices  have  been  raised  among 
die  Catholics  against  fascism  and  against  fascist  penetration  of  the 
Catholic  organisations.  Sections  of  the  Young  Christian  Workers 
• have  expelled  members  of  the  Young  Patriots  from  their  ranks. 
Hitler's  attack  u,K>n  the  churches  has  not  been  without  its  rcj>er- 
cussions  in  France.  On  July  27th  last,  a big  meeting  for  the 
liberation  of  Thahnann  rallied  an  audience  of  10,000  in  Uoulogtie, 
a suburb  of  Paris.  At  this  meeting,  after  the  Communist  and 
Socialist  speakers,  and  after  the  speech  of  Pierre  Cot,  former 
Radical  minister,  a Catholic  priest  got  up  and  denounced  Hitler’s 
persecutions  and  called  for  organised  struggle  against  fascism. 
Finally,  certain  reactionary  leaders,  such  as  rardieu.  former 
Premier,  profess  a gloomy  pessimism.  He  publicly  vents  his  ran- 
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com*  gainst  his  fnViuls  of  vesivnluv.  f h*  blauu-, 

:uvn?>inK  alt  d them  lacking  omr^v,  IS  of  tlj 

lint  oiiei*  again,  the  bi^  hotirmni^u-,  uiiik*r  ihr  Sj,tH  ^ 

and  fearing  ter  its  (tonumukm,  is  forcing  tlua  leaders  - 11  ^'iv* 

resolute  ami  brUivose  elements  of  tjseism  into  |,Jl* 

their  forces,  That  is  what  has  brought  a hi  ait  t!i*<  ,^luUpjj  *1 
uietit  of  tfie  C’roix  de  hen  movement.  11a-  CYoix  <1  * 
or^ anisalion  *u  national  volunteers,  now  claims  more  ll/  :L^ 
members.  I t has  established  sections  subdivided 
Its  head,  t’olonel  Count  de  hi  Kiietpie,  whose  broUa*  ^ 5?0ui*. 
service  of  the  pretender  to  the  throne  of  Fiance,  is  ;vt  ls  111  tt>v 
of  the  espionage  service,  the  Severn]  Bureau  of  the  Frciie|^^Vtr 
Staff.  He  served  in  Morocco  as  an  intelligence  officer  ' 
the  army  in  order  to  enter  the  service  of  the  electricity  t ^ 
highly-paid  join  After  he  had  become  president  nf  th  * h*1'* 
Cross  movement,  he  steered  the  latter  into  a ^harply^V 
course.  His  programme  is  expressed  in  the  formula  - ;+ 
Reconciliation — f.ove  of  Country  Reform  of  the  Constit 
Translated  for  the  working  class,  this  reads;  In  the  *0r,*1> 
capital  against  the  working  class.  The  anti-capitalist  ' 
parliamentary  and  anti-goveriunciit  demagogy  of  the  Croi'-^/ 
Feu  movement  jworly  veils  the  actual  points  of  its  program  ^ 
such  as  repeal  of  the  social  insurance  law  and,  at  the  present  tin/* 
acceptance  of  the  emergency  decrees.  The  leaders  of  the  Cr 
tie  Feu  are  at  the  service  of  those  who  pay  them,  the  electrirl* 
trust  with  AT  Mercier,  member  of  the  Croix  de  Feu,  at  its  head 
the  great  French  banks  with  Finaly  at  their  head,  anti  the  Cumit^ 
ties  Forges  and  the  Hank  of  France,  with  tie  Wen  del,  who  carries 
membership  card  No.  13  in  the  Croix  de  Feu. 

A few  words  on  the  methods  of  the  Croix  tie  Feu.  They  have 
organised  soup  kitchens,  workshops  to  teach  sewing  to  youiw 
girls,  charity  clothing  clubs,  dispensaries  for  the  sickJ  visiting 
nurse  services,  social  welfare  services,  children's  groups  and 
creches.  They  have  organised  young  people's  clubs,  theatres 
choruses,  gymnasiums,  and  vacation  camps.  'They  have  even 
organised  some  repair  shops  for  the  young  unemployed,  under  the 
guise  of  apprenticeship.  They  have  equipped  a solarium,  as  well 
as  convalescent  homes. 

The  Croix  de  Feu  established  one  of  its  soup  kitchens  at  Ville- 
juif,  a town  with  a Communist  administration.  'Hie  Party  recom- 
mended the  unemployed  to  go  and  eat  the  soup  of  the  Croix  ih 
Feu  while  demonstrating  against  the  fascist  leaders.  For  three 
weeks  an  unusual  struggle  thus  took  place  which  aroused  the 


pK-  country.  The  unemployed,  with  Com* 
s all  °vcX  went  In  the  soup  kitchens  singing  the 

ut  l^Lil  1 pissing  the  Fiery  Cross  members,  shouting: 
Cl  with  de  hi  Rocquel  11  [Applause.) 

I**?'  the  ta,llP-y '*  ' u,u ,«1  thill  the  Croix  de  1 eu  did  not  continue 

■l^^oOht^rl  lor  a long  lime. 

* jv  menlioned  a speech  made  by  de  la  Rocque  at 

^illl  ....  ' 1 iii.,-*  if  '1  I * ■ f t it  it  trin, 


,,  Klfc  ITie  1*  * 11,1  1 ’ ^ ■■■  ■ ’ t " -- 

y 1 have*  a lL‘  that  if  ■ 1 1 -eft  government  were  formed  there 

J 11  ,innot>ocl>l*> 

iijjic^*  ft 

' uld  **  \\  1C1  statement  made  at  Chartres  on  June  23rd. 

^ L|J erer  -;;iKhl  ill  a meadow  by  torchlight,  after  the  Hitler 

11 1 . <*  \\\-u  lung  the  full  gravity  of  my  words,  Croix 

pshi°nt  ^C  >y  u,  you  : You  are  performing  your  armed  vigil  this 
jc  j7eu*  1 weeks,  at  most,  our  ideas  will  be  in  power— I 

. * Actively  employ  the  little  time  that  remains  to  us 


eVV  VOU*  — * + 

^vVar  to  - ^ ^tions,  so  that  at  my  order,  and  at  the  moment 

u*  p«*  j|°  choose , everything  be  ready  down  to  the  slightest 

l . ti  -iM'iiv  parliamentarism  . . . the  French  (lac 
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pitit  vv^  - jlv'dl  sweep  away  pai  luuneulansm  * * . the  t remit  flag 

ef  on  cvery  bit  of  territory.” 

nu,st  . ‘S*s  are  carrying  on  chauvinist  eampaiRns  against 
The  *a^kers  tbe  ” me  tics.”  They  are  anti-semites. 
for«‘^n  v'  ’ t^cv  (k-niand  an  alliance  with  Hitler.  They  are 

"^tiring  to  arrive  at  an  understanding  with  Hitler  against 
e,ukSet  Union,  against  Communism. 

th«r?hout  dwelling  again  on  the  considerable  funds  at  the  dis- 
W.  (f*he  Croix  de  Teu,  I should  like  to  say  a word  or  two  about 
° iii  iiU  \H  the  Croix  tie  b'eti  members  within  a radius 
the'r  "Stnuctres  assemble  at  a given  place.  Their  leader  arrives 
of  ,0°iMris  in  an  auto  or  by  plane.  When  he  travelled  m Algeria, 
5?  ioauie  reviewed  the  crews  of  some  thirty  planes.  I he  Croix 
dc  R - ■ linked  ui>  with  the  higher  officen  and  the  generals,  and 

fcS£S^Sb ^ Ih"  Vescnt  Air  M.  W M 1 .. 

?S  £ F«  kiin-ru*  «->•  the  Church,  hv  the  h«h  cler8y. 

'Hie  French  fascists  have  already  assassinated  toilers  Ihey 
1!,rvnical  language.  In  Moselle  the  fascists  distributed  a 
speak  a ‘ . kascism  will  triumph  even  if  we  have  to 

UaCt  tS  S tear  out  their  hearts,  and  open  their  guts  to 
„po,«nthu  openly  practice  shooting.  Htey 

the  sun.  Ihe  • Uidicals  who  tend  towards  the 

have  molested  and  wounded  even  W.uiic.u. 

People’s  Front.  would  mean  the  economic  and 

The  victory  of  fascism  • por  t\iC  workers  it 

.political  annihilation  of  the  toiling  masses.  1 oi 
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ivoiild  nitwit (i  Mm  v l]u  «il ji »)ii ii»ii  ft|  ^ - 
k-gislntmn.  the  prohibition  oi  sliikvs  uud  ,,f  a)|  ^,r.l,,*w«r(s 
economic  offensive  *>t  capital,  the  destruction  of  N 

tin’  dispersion  or  “ co-ordination  " <<i  mir  Un'j l,Kf 

government  officials  ii  would  meow  salaries  m|iu- J 1 s-  ^r?}*' 
«liMiiissiil>,  ill*'  m< •'■I  extreme  ilrill-M'i^iiin  r it  •' 

mi’ii t institutions.  The  government  n|  the  Xiiti,/'!  11,,c  Uuvt.1** ■ 
ulivadv  abolished  live  thousand  lav  leuclieiV  i ,('*.:!■  * "i'mV"' 

ton'  <>l  fa  sol. fin  would  mean  the  small  simply.  v 1 fiv  vi 
delivered  ovei  without  defence  to  the  pitiless  tx|,|f  ■ 
business,  of  the  landowners,  tin-  trusts,  tin-  tnmsiViM"!**1’  ,,f  C 
Afonskii  I Mil  oiit  ol  the  elect  I icily  imsi,  \|  (jv  ,,,  i**11'l'1niii, 
Com  it  i'  *les  Forges.  It  would  mean  Uie  ]>vasam>  s;l , of  tl|'; 

interests  and  the  privileges  of  tin-  monopoly  capitaUsi “ vtl  l<*  % 
financiers,  the  complete  ruin  of  their  farms.  |t  VV(1(  j\s’  i|,v 
oppression  <>t  the  intellectuals;  the  greatest  scientist  "l‘‘*ah  ll'v 
I'errin  and  Lsmgvvin,  are  already  subject  to  ..di.ms  J’"1'1'  to 
lessors  are  shamelessly  and  vilely  attacked  In*  fascist 
would  mean,  as  in  Hitler  (iermaiiy,  medra-va]  mito-d'"^'  It 
suppression  of  all  liberties,  bloody  terror,  the  popuhiV*  lik 
enslaved,  (he  militants  of  the  working  class  imprisoned  an  .t0<all>‘ 
si  Dated,  tlie  Communists,  the  Socialists,  the  Republicans  . ^ 

Democrats  hard  hit  by  fascism.  It  would  mean  as  j„ 

following  upon  the  Jews,  the  Catholics  and  ’ the  Vroim*n*‘ 
Stricken  by  fascism.  It  would  mean  a catastrophe  for  the 
ami  reaction  strengthened  throughout  Europe.  h vv€>ul(l l ,M,r>  1 
i\,ir  between  tlie  peoples,  and  aggression  against  the  e, 
Union.  °°vitt 

Cost  \\  hiii  it  may  * \u*  want  to  avoid  and  prevent  such  ■»  hm 
for  our  country,  for  the  whole  world,  f.  Ifitfausc.)  * ,,rrf,r 
We  have  begun.  How,  comrades? 

How  did  we  set  about  it  ? 

IV.  J.Y  DKFHXCH  OF  TIIK  DEMANDS  AND  Tin- 
LIHKRTIES  OF  THK  FKKXCII  PEOPLE 
J lic  starting  point  of  our  Party’s  success  in  the  organisation  0f 
the  united  front,  and  of  the  People’s  Front  against  fascism,  was 
the  attention  paid  to  the  immediate  demands  of  the  toiling  masses 
the  defence  of  their  daily  interests. 

The  Party,  effectively  advised  by  the  Communist  International, 
endeavoured  to  formulate  demands  interesting  each  category  of 
workers. 

We  have  fought,  and  we  are  fighting,  against  the  reduction  of 
wages  and  salaries,  for  the  forty-hour  week  without  reduction  of 
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„r  collective  wage  agreements,  lor  real  social  insurance 
-*11**-  *"ilW  again*'  all  risks  ,.i  the  -*1c  excuse  of  ihv  employer 

jUil  lix\  " fmiKlit*  wy  lllc  1**T  work  for  the  uirmiv 


diiPr 


j»i»tc 


y 1 1 


fflte  " f r their  registration  on  the  unemployment  relief  rolls 
ni-y*-,  ’ : i, crease  of  allowance*  pmd  the  unemployed,  for  the 

, - lilt*  / bilrlvittK  tittd  fi.r  tlu,  f*-..  .t:  - 


far  ,1K  lion  of  soup  kiu  hims,  ami  for  the  free  distribution  of  coal 

,„ilk  lor  cl.il.lmr. 

r liunik  ipiilitiv1!  we  g:ive  all  we  could  to  the 


In  < ioyed.  f'1  Ivr>’-  U>r  exunnde,  aanunicipal  truck  delivers  to 

unO*  t ^ frvc  milk  for  the  little  < hiidren  of  the  unemployed. 


AnOJ  11  , . . 

tl»e  * . J(..|  The  older  children  receive  free  meals  in  the  school 

■h  X00i«s-  Such  examples,  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
lun°  's,  cS|Kcialiy  in  the  Paris  region,  have  contributed  cou- 
'■Y-rihlv  to  our  successes  in  the  recent  elections. 

M\v'e  have  fought  for  the  protection  of  the  workers’  children  and 
. young  workers.  Our  Voting  Communist  League,  under  the 
VeCtion  of  the  Central  Committee,  has  worked  out  a programme 
f'^the  defence  of  the  young  toilers  which  has  become  the  basis 
for  thv  youd’  united  front. 

,J\Vc  have  fought,  and  we  are  lighting,  for  the  defence  of  the 
minor  officials,  the  railway  men,  and  postal  employees  against  the 
.mergence  decrees,  against  suspensions  and  dismissals. 

6 \\rv  have  fought,  and  we  are  fighting,  for  the  defence  of  the 
rights  of  the  ex-servicemen  and  the  war  victims  against  the 
reduction  of  their  pensions. 

\Ve  have  fought,  and  we  are  lighting,  for  the  interests  of 
tenants,  shopkeepers,  artisans  and  peasants.  We  have  demanded 
the  reduction  of  rents  ami  leaseholds,  the  reduction  of  taxes,  and 
the  organisation  of  immediate  aid  to  all  the  victims  of  the  crisis. 

We  have  supported  the  peasants  who  demonstrated  against  the 
lowering  of  the  prices  for  their  products;  we  have  projiosed  a debt 
moratorium  for  them;  we  have  demanded  crisis  relief  for  them; 
non -interest -bearing  loans,  and  the  free  distribution  of  seed  and 
fertiliser. 

We  have  fought,  and  we  are  lighting,  against  the  high  cost  of 
living,  to  draw  the  working  women  into  the  battle  against  the  big 
middlemen,  but  taking  care  not  to  line  up  the  consumers  against 
the  peasants  or  against  the  small  tradesmen,  but  bringing  them 
together  against  the  common  enemy,  hig  business. 

We  have  formulated  certain  demands,  but  we  have  not  hesitated 
to  take  over  those  that  were  launched  by  other  organisations,  even 
those  hostile  to  the  Communist  Party,  provided  these  demands 


r 


*'ranc: 

I, 


correspond  to  the  desires  of  certain  social  categories 
opp*>scd  to  tin1  iittvivMs  of  iliv  w<>ikin£  t,la^i  'I'||  * , ' arc 
policy  ol  demands  cannot  he  better  bi<>iiv;hi  unt  tli  * t s*  fjf 

the  ft  'Hi  *win^  parage  from  a Palis  newspaper  / \ 7 <1*1™?** 

dated  July  2i>t,  ms  ■ ’ 

44  The  Communists  are  |K*rfectitig  tluir  tactics 
these  tactics  are  simple,  hut  they  have  an  iindeiiiab)1?'*1'*'  0^v. 
attraction;  they  systematically  Ikisv  themselves  uik*j ' **°'w*r 
contented.  If  there  is  a discontented  j*erson  aiivw/1  di*. 
hurl  themselves  upon  him  : * Comrade,  the  Comim^'  thvy 
with  you.'  Are  the  ex-servicemen  affected  by  \}iv  ntVt*U  ^ 
decrees?  Comrades,  here  are  the  Communists,1  \V?tr^trHKy 
merit  officials  affected  ? 1 Comrades,  here  are  the  Cortn  ^>VvrfU 
The  Communists  arc  behind  the  farmers,  the  sharecron!Uln*s^* 
peasants  in  general,  behind  the  tenants.  And  since  all  pS|  ^ 
is  discontented,  there  they  are,  the  attorneys  for  the  Vm  Mailcv 
(Applause*)  !Hry»i 

We  have  done  more  than  formulate  the  urgent  demands  of 
toiling  masses.  We  have  indicated  the  means  of  financing 
without  aggravating  the  deficit  in  the  government  budget  u? 
haw  wen  offered  our  solutions  for  meeting  the  budget  dvfic't 
We  have  proposed  reducing  the  war  and  police  budgets,  reeov*' 
ing  the  advances  made  to  the  big  banks  that  dominate  the  gDv,tr* 
meat,  and  revising  government  contracts.  Allow  all,  we  proj^^ 
an  extraordinary  and  progressive  levy  on  capital. 

()ur  whole  campaign  is  conducted  under  the  slogan:  fr  ,\f <ir 
(he  rich  pay/9  And  we  did  not  merely  carry  on  a campaign,  fiut 
we  gave  an  example  of  how  it  could  be  done,  to  the  extent  that  tht 
administration  of  big  municipalities  enabled  us  to  do  so.  '] 
state  allows  municipalities  to  levy  a progressive  tax  on  premises 
used  for  commercial  and  industrial  purposes.  In  Paris  this  tax  is 
set  at  the  fixed  rate  of  3 per  cent.  In  Ivry,  in  a Communist  muni, 
cipality,  we  levied  the  same  tax  in  the  following  fashion  : 1 ptT 
cent,  for  annual  rents  below  ten  thousand  francs,  for  small  mer- 
chants; 2 percent,  for  medium  annual  rents,  ranging  from  10,000 
to  20,000  francs;  and  6 per  cent,  above  20,000  francs,  This  tax 
provided  our  local  budget  with  1,275,000  francs;  and  it  is  the 
money  paid  by  the  industrialists  of  Ivry  that  has  enabled  us  to 
give  milk  to  the  children  of  the  unemployed.  (Applause,) 

The  whole  press  has  spoken  of  our  financial  programme*  On 
several  occasions  Premier  Doumergue  polemised  against  the  Com* 
muni.sts  in  radio  broadcasts,  criticising  our  financial  proposals. 
The  Central  Committee  issued  a poster  : 14  The  Communist  Party 
Replies  to  M.  Doumergue/'  which  had  an  unprecedented  success 
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nnd  its  deliberately  moderate  tone,  produced  a 
;ts  cOrtteri  1£f  tfic  petty  middle-class  elements. 

1**  . . |llli  Mlh 

nrc-sl°  \ lVUurs  u*  reply  to  all  the  nncstion*  of  the  day, 
jeep 11  party  eiu  to  all  cuiient  problems:  the  Central  Com* 
rI its  1 t (>nly  a few  days  ago  a “ plan  of  financial  re* 
io0^*  \vork  , pcUdvd  this  plan  with  its  proposal  for  a levy  on 
^-l-tiflcI1t'M  ^ ^c\\  as  various  measures  against  the  rich,  it 
l?afartu1vCiS--  3fc  of  the  Hank  of  France  by  the  state,  and  control 
t>i£  j the  ( )\ving  to  the  financial  crisis  and  spoliation 

^ f pfivatc  ,l^'itrUj  0f  the  Hank  of  France  has  become  a pressing 
franc*  c° 

[nuCi  Marx  emphaMS^d  the  interest  of  the  financiers  and 

oJig  ‘ * inulyet  deficits.  For  the  bankers,  the  deficit  and 
flW* }n  * a a 1 .nee  an  object  of  speculation,  a source  of  their 

(i3«  . are  m . . . ......  . . 


103"  ' 


tate  Ilieans  of  dominating  the  state,  of  holding  it  at  their 

Profit . a,uJ  “ constant  threat  of  bankruptcy.  Premier  Daladier, 
/re)’  unVCci3rcd  at  a congress  of  his  party,  that : 
nadic3’ • de  v.mdred  families  have  become  the  undisputed 
" 'l'vo  merely  of  French  economy,  hut  of  French 

masted .((  n 

P°h  “flvrote.  quoting  Lysis,  that : . . . 

LC°in  h . pre11ch  Republic  is  a financial  monarchy,  it  is  the 

“ y ' domination  of  the  financial  oligarchy;  the  latter  con- 


nress  and  the  government."  * . , 

trols  the  1 ^ Hank  of  France  belong  to  these  two  hundred 

'flic  re^*L.  , arc  owners  and  the  directors  of  the  big  banks, 

families.  ‘ - fumaces,  the  railways.  The  Communist 

the  m‘^’oscs  because  the  idea  is  already  in  the  minds  of  the 
Party  PW^J ' - ..  .ou  ure  atld  simple,  of  this  regency  council. 

***** // of  crldit  aiul  money,  and  the  veritable  holder  of  power 

i”'h'  o'  “ u"dcrscored  by  *» 

he  factors  if  our  success  in  organising  a wide  antt- 
^,lc  r - Kr-ince  has  been  the  consistent  position  of  our 
fascist  {ro,;t  lU  th  question  of  bourgeois  democracy,  as  well 
Commuiust  Party  m 1 1 i ionar>.  lraditions  of  the  French 

as  the  utilising  of  the  i ' ,.  -ire  two  forms  of  the 

jU*.  *****  **b0X»  STSS.  m >i»« « - 

dictatorship  of  capital.  of  economic  ami 

be  indifferent  to  one  or  the  other  ot 

political  e^ltrvemcnt.^,^  ^ workjng_class,  thermic 

V ascism  ts  b r y i y Imperialism,  th 

-iVrTTenin.  Selected  VoU 

Highest  Stage  of  Capitalism.  1>*  49- 


H^7ks,  Vol.  "V  ' " Imperialism,  the 


oj  uorktT^  orffiinrsiitimis,  the  jtl|^ 

unions,  the  suppression  of  the  Communist  Parti,.*  ! j ' tJasv 
of  militant  wutkvr*  and  i evolutional ies,  ilu-  l<.ni’,r'  * 

sinntioit  of  the  best  S(*ns  nt  the  wor  king  i-]aNS  !•  1 

chaining  of  bestiality,  the  return  to  the  pnK 's 
Ages,  the  annihilation  of  all  culture,  the  rei^n  . ,t  j.’.  U|'  Mi,!,,1'' 
cruelty:  it  is  the  hideous  wai  to  which  the  incesv;l[)t<""r,,l,cv  r,  * 
and  all  the  acts  of  Hitter  and  Mussolini  are  leadiiur  1’ri'v,>Cati,1Jl 


**>v  ikTiUllIlj*  >uS,Tl|j, 

Bourgeois  democracy  is  a minimum  of  preearinu.  s 

liberties,  unceasingly  reduced  by  the  Ixmtiienisie  ja‘ 
none  the  less  offering:  the  working  class,  the  toiling  m, ,!*’"**•  hti! 
t unity  of  mobilisation  and  ol  organisation  against  cat!.^'  "h**. 
his  re]x>M  to  the  Seventeenth  Congress  <>f  the  HnlsV  ,J>”n  I- 
after  having  shown  that  “the  idea  of  storming  ^ar,v 

maturing  in  the  minds  of  the  masses,”  Stalin  said  : *lt:ii's'h 

“ This,  as  a matter  of  fact,  explains  the  fact  that  n 
classes  in  the  capitalist  countries  are  zealously  desm 
nullifying,  the  last  vestiges  of  parliamentarism  aill|  \ ‘V,11>b  <>"* 
democracy  which  might  be  used  by  the  working  elas^*?** 
struggle  against  the  oppressors.  4 1,1  it, 

Stalin  then  showed,  in  the  passage  cited  yesterday  bv  r 
Dimitrov,  that  fascism  was  not  merely  a sign  of  the  Uv,.i.0n,ril(^ 
the  working  class,  but  a sign  of  the  weakness  of  the  hour  xs.f,: 
as  well.  Keo,!ii« 


> ”-v  ^onlra(. 
e U,vakl'tts 


Stalin  has  given  us  the  key  to  the  problems  facing  tin.  r 
inunist  Parties,  and  ours  in  particular,  lie  shows  us,  first  of  ? 
that  fascism  does  not  result  from  the  mere  desires  of  the  ],,*  ' 
geoisie.  l’he  bourgeoisie  must  ensure  or  retain  for  itself  a m-U 
base  for  the  exercise  of  its  class  rule.  It  is  “ obliged 
emphasises,  to  resort  to  fascist  methods  solely  because*  of  o0 
extreme  aggravation  of  all  the  contradictions  in  the  capital!,' 

system. 

■ 

Then  Stalin  shows  us  the  importance  of  a resolute  struggle  to 
retain  democratic  liberties — the  vestiges  of  bourgeois  democracy 
that  can  be  utilised  against  the  capitalist  enemy  and  its  fascia 
tool — for  the  working  class,  and  for  the  labouring  masses  in 
general. 

The  working  class  of  France  is  aware  of  these  observations  bv 
Stalin,  the  leader  of  the  world  proletariat.  Taught  and  guided  bv 
the  Communist  Party,  the  working  class  of  France  is  likewise 
aware  of  the  great  possibilities  of  mobilising  the  middle  classes 
offered  by  the  defence  against  fascism  of  the  liberties  to  which  the 
people  of  France  is  so  profoundly  attached.  Comrade  Dimitrov 

4 Socialism  Victorious,  p.  u.  ' 
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|lUst  not  eh'Se  «>«r  eyes  to  the*  growing  reac- 
t*1*1  " )ti  bourgeois  democracy , to  the  process  of  fas- 
,htty  ", i„.  necessity  of  fighting  step  by  step  lor  every 


i 


■ a '*  • . . •siutv 


A*  1 in1-  l\W\m  111  mil  l II  i HI  i-.i . » il  1 ' IV  1111  n ! .u  > t II  Ik-  k l.l'l’iU, ill 

’cv  is  11  rgcois  revolution.  The  working  class  has  par- 
1'^’  0f  the  ,u  . |X.V(,1  m ions;  the  Paris  Commune  was  the  first 

ted  *"  f^'^tatorsh  i] » of  the  proletariat . 
ti^  ic  of  n»  with  abhorrence  the  descendant* 


L ' iied  111  T jictatorsiui^" 

j*'  of  llic  tvcanls  w ilh  abhorrence  the  descendant* 

eSflW  l'renC  l ')P,  of  the  old  feudal  lords,  He  detests  the  squire. 

i the  sUCCtST  iiic  ex -nobleman.  He  knows  that  the  Great 
•i,l‘  ofie!*'  ni  gave  him  the  land.  In  1S4S  the  peasant  did 

'the  Second  Republic,  and  he  threw  himself  into 
H,t  ttodefsJlin‘u;s  j}ons, parte  because,  ever  since  the  beginning  of 
aL  arm*  of  . ’^.volution,  the  bin  bourgeoisie,  the  financial  aris- 
“fj  fel»rU£*r>,  lir<iL.llcd  him  with  new  taxes,  encumbered  him  with 
Tcracy.  hfll  \ lluls  threatened  his  i>osscssi..n  of  his  plot  of  land. 
'rtorMS^'.u,  under  the  Third  Republic,  the  French  peasant, 

nl,,st  numerous  element  in  the  population  °f  <)Ur 
iMvea  certain  advantages.  Up  to  very  recently  the 
country..  handled  him  with  care.  I nivcrsal  suffrage  gave 

^filHision  of  being  the  sovereign  of  the  country  In  fad 
bitnlhe'llv  r ^ flrWler  oj  iUe  si(uatton.  Ihe  French 

In'  J",  republican.  Thai  is  not  a phrase.  It  sufficed  that  the 
l*^81  ...tor  Dorgires  be  unmasked  as  a royalist  for  the 
fascist  lMois  region,  though  very  dissatisfied  with  the 

t>easa»G  defeat  him  in  a parliamentary  by-election, 

govern • Party  has  not  hesitated  to  make  use  of  the 

Slilton"™ ,raditio.«;.  I"  » * S.-l.umbcr  a.s<,  .Sgo,  to 

Joseph  Blooh,  l-i 18  , ,j,o  mmomie  ««  /ini'11!' 

<f  /Iuj oug  i tit  sc  [ t j * indeed  even 

ffjSSL.SSl  •**  *"  * N"-  "u'“’“‘h 

not  a decisive  t»n* . these  traditions 

Up  to  recently  the  its  rule.  Note 

^ the  U ‘O  .-re 

for  otir  future. — — - ,,  ((j  |7rfcdrtcfi  lingcls,  p. 

* The  Correspondence  of  Kar  . _ 

,-6  {Martin  Lawrence , London) , 9^4  * 
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ID  ilit'  name  nf  the  working  class  w©  claim  ti)t* 

revolutionary  luviliw  of  H iv  Kru*yrli#|M  <ijS|s  1 

who  pa  veil  tile  way  f-»  the  ( bvstl  Revolution  of 


already  the  master  nf  i-mver  in  <*ncsixth  of  the  ^|0tK.  V|v’*lisi>, 
\W  show  how  the  Communist  proletarians,  f0jjuu  * 
rccomnumdationfe  try  '*  to  assimilati  the  treasures  of 
accumulated  by  alt  humanity*''  (Iambi's  Speech  th  * 

A tit  I \vc  do  this  at  a time  when  the  bourg  mi™*,  and  fa^nith  I 
paittcular,  lire  trying  to  throw  us  hack  into  the  Imrbaris  ^ %ft|  lT[ 
Centuries,  are  forsakinK  the  work  of  the  EncyclojKt  disu  ^ °f  I** \ 
demnifig  materialism*  arc  refusing  u>  teach  the  th  - ^ c°n* 
Darwin,  are  burning  the  works  of  Marx*  and  a\\.  of 

credulity,  superstition  and  brutalisation,  Uhl^riri^ 

In  the  name  of  the  working  class  we  claim  the  hcrita"- 
Jacobins'  audacity  and  revolutionary  energy.  ^ (|  'ht 

Lenin  often  said  : M The  Uolsheviks  are  the  Jacobins  f } 
proletarian  revolution.*'  lie  wrote:  ' 

J he  bourgeois  historians  sec  in  Jacobinism  a dnvrf-it 
The  proletarian  historians  regard  Jacobinism  as  the  great  no  U 
pression  <n'  an  oppressed  class  in  its  struggle  for  liberation  * 
Jacobins  gave  France  the  best  models  of  a democratic  r v r 
lion;  they  repelled  in  an  exemplary  fashion  the  coalition  1 ** 
monarchs  formed  against  the  republic.  . . . ' f>i 

It  is  natural  for  the  bourgeoisie  to  hate  Jacobinism,  It 
natural  for  the  petty-bimrgeoisie  to  fear  it.  The  dnss-con^i,,,!-1* 
workers  and  toilers  have  faith  in  the  transference  of  power  t 
the  revolutionary  oppressed  class,  for  that  is  the  essence  of 
Jacobinism,  and  it  is  the  only  escape  from  the  present  crisis 
the  only  way  of  stopping  economic  disintegration  and  the 
war.”  ‘ 

We  glorify  the  memory  of  the  Commune  of  1703  and  of  tiK. 
Paris  Commune  of  1S71.  As  against  the  chauvinism  and  fascism 
and  the  patriotism  of  the  munitions  merchants  we  proclaim  our 
love  of  country,  of  our  people. 

We  express  onr  pride  in  its  past  of  centuries  of  struggle  against 
enslavement  and  oppression.  And  we,  the  great-grandsons  of  the 

* Collected  Works,  Vol.  XX,  Ifk.  II,  p.  378,  “ Can  Jacobinism 
J-’i  ighteit  the  Working  Class?  " 
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, .,t  „f  .793,  ot  i he  sol, hers  of  Valmy,  (k,iy  lhe  ftriato. 
^^Scscclidfl«t»  «*  **J  JJJJ”?  ,tf  >1.  Colonel  de 

oi«»Went  "f  55*  Crr?  A1"*  itU,Wl,OMi  «^'“t-fcran«WatliCT 

lA  Co,,d6  5,n<1  ' thc  kl‘‘K  ui  Pri‘^  -the  right  to 
'""h  name  of  our  country.  We  denounce  them  as  the 
2*  in  f Lterday  a.ul  of  to-morrow,  ready,  like  their  sires  long 
llaitof1*  .2L  Russian  white-guards  of  to-day,  to  bear  arms  against 


^ like  the 
tf0.'  „ivn  co 


Riissiaii  io-aay , to  arms  against 

e country  in  ortkr  to  maintain  or  recover  their  privileges 


rofits 


M ‘^iational  Conference  of  Ivry  which  was  held  more  than  a 
ft*  i„  June  1934.  boldly  oriented  the  Party  along  this  line 
year  fiance  with  the  thesis  developed  >0  brilliantly  yesterday 
jo  ^rade  Dimitrov.  We  have  used  this  language  from  the 
t,y  C0,  ()f  the  Chamber,  and  m our  meetings.  We  have  developed 
tribunt‘ ^ Jdea  in  our  i>osters,  our  articles,  in  all  our  material. 
*eSBr°ovcr,  vve  are  fighting  with  even  greater  energy  for  the  self- 
rtdnation  of  the  people  of  Alsace-Lorrain,  for  the  indepen- 
^£t  .of  the  Colonial  peoples  of  Northern  Africa  and  Indo-China, 
^ncC  ,..e  support  with  all  our  strength  in  their  struggle-  against 
*62kcVf  French  im^rialism. 

lht J Algeria,  under  the  influence  of  our  policy,  the  Arab  workers, 
nined  and  encouraged  by  the  European  toilers,  replied  with 
^ coun t er-del non s t ration s to  the  demonstration  of  the  Croix 
1°  France  itself  we  have  been  aide  to  come  to  an  undtr- 
,Ic  uding  with  numerous  groups  and  person-,  against  the  Regnier 
1 t-rees  that  strike  at  the  people  of  Algeria. 

V'  . * _ - Jr  * A#  **  4 H % Hi  H iV  f m.  ■■  _ m.  J Ft  I i r H t ■ * ■ ' I I ! l u m-m.  — - i"  Jl  * 


The  reactionary  press  thundered  against  tile  presence  of  the  tri- 
,our  alongside  the  red  flag  at  the  head  of  the  July  14th  demon- 
tralion-  The  reactionary  bourgeoisie  understands  quite  well  that 
this  is  the  symbol  of  the  alliance  of  the  petty  bourgeoisie  with  the 
rking  class,  an  alliance  which  it  fears  more  than  anything  else 
in  the  world.  We  do  not  intend  to  let  fascism  have  the  flag  of  the 
Great  Revolution,  nor  the  .4/arsfiliatsc  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
Convent*011  • (Applause.) 

When  our  Comrade  Duclos  read  the  declaration  of  the  Com- 
munist Party  at  the  Buffalo  meeting,  the  morning  of  July  14th, 
he  explained  what  the  .V/orjcf/intsc,  the  hymn  of  the  past,  and  the 
PiJcriui/ioiinb’,  the  hymn  of  the  future,  meant  for  us.  The  audi- 
ence arose  and  sang  a stanza  of  the  Marseillaise  and  a stanza  of  the 
btlcrpiii/iomile  in  honour  of  the  representative  of  the  Communist 

Party.  (Applause.) 

~ 7 Literally — without  breeches  ” — the  term  of  opprobrium 
applied  to  the  Republican  revolutionaries  by  the  Royalists. 


piepaiiUK  «Kanw«  lhc  ■ li'wriic-s  and  against  m ,ltr*k  . 

Oti  July  ii»  the  mwtiiui  <>f  iW  People’s  Krom  'v 

dei*ul>\  Kucart.  vicc^hainnan  ot'  i)k>  Army  Conmiiiu.  k^iL!; 
(Crm>  whiidi  I should  like  to  Ik*  allow  vtl  to  c [t i< Mj  , ^ h 


u’ium  * nj  tiii|Ci  i ^i- 

hannimiVe  with  ihv  ihmitihl  expressed  yesterday  by  <lU, 
Dimitrov. 

*4  The  Republicans  know  that  they  can  count 
loyally  of  the  army  the  expression  of  public  forcc#  l1}*^  tk 
ci>miH»se<i  tit  the  Sons  of  the  w hole  people-  tn  - jVc  uJ  }y 
tlh.yf  w ho  mav  endeavour  to  make  of  it  L 111  t » » .:, 


loyally  m me  ;nui>  un-  l-a|homuu  oj  punjic  ff,Kv  t Ik 
Com|K>Svd  of  the  sons  ot  the  whole  people-  to  -ive  ih  . y Wv 
those  who  may  endeavour  to  make  of  it  ;i  tool  tor  the  K l 
of  one  man  or  for  that  of  a minority  faction.  In  the 
the  land,  the  sea  and  the  ail  officers,  non-comsl  fi 

sailors — they  salute  the  national  forces  constituted  f1'*  ai)4 
defence  of  liberty.”  *Jr  Ui, 

Wc  present  ourselves  to  the  musses  of  the  people  ;1S  ^ 
pious  of  the  liberty  and  the  independence  of  the  country  . r!1‘ 
representatives  of  the  present  and  future  interests  of  the  peni  A 
Fiance.  I he  very  tone  of  our  campaigns,  of  our  speeches.  art'  V : 
and  posters,  express  this  consciousness  of  the  historic  misd,  C' 
the  work  illy  class,  organised  au<i  led  by  its  revolutionary  party  ^ 
It  was  this  policy  that  has  enabled  the  French  Communist  pj 
to  initiate,  stimulate  and  effectively  influence  a mass  movement,! 
considerable  extent.  Kleinents  of  the  working  class,  passive 
now,  have  been  aroused  to  political  life.  Considerable  sections/, 
the  petty  bourgeoisie  have  been  carried  along  into  the  strung 
against  fascism.  Naturally  enough,  there  are  special,  diver*, 
often  contradictory  interests  among  all  the  social  elements  a;  j 
strata  united  under  the  emblem  of  the  People’s  Front.  It  foil,,..,’ 
that  the  Party  must  know  how  to  achieve  the  material  demands ■/ 
all  strata,  tit  influence  the  whole  movement,  ideologically  ar.: 
jtoliticully,  and  organise  it,  by  considering  it  from  the  stand  pot/. 


of  the  proletariat,  which  represents  the  interests  of  the  who!; 
toiling  people  of  France.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  formulate  de. 
mands — that  is  the  first  step.  We  must— we  realise  this — obtai; 
even  minimum  successes  by  mass  action. 

What  is  more,  we  must  formulate  slogans  and  proposals  ths: 
raise  the  movement  higher.  Wv  are  the  Party  of  the  proletariat, 
of  the  most  exploited  as  well  as  the  most  homogeneous  and  ifct 
most  revolutionary  class,  the  class  that  expects  its  complete 
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...  from  a transformation  of  society.  The  Com- 
itio*1  ° ,:  party  <d  the  working  el  ass  armed  with  Marxist- 

''  ..Ft  1 . hrv  i»  al°I1e  in  l”  pursue  a consistentpolicv 

<1jii"'st  lhCr.Aetl  itself  magnificently  in  the  Soviet  Union.  The 
‘ hid'  *•»*  J trUe  of  otir  friends  and  allies.  The  trading  and  rural 
".it*  ’*  "‘L-oifie  hates  capital,  and  the  hankers,  the  holders  of 

V^l'^C  »U;  ’*"1  il  M'****.lU  ‘J*  existence  of  its 

‘^it.  :lUt)1(1  t.ven  in  the  possibility  of  increasing  it.  The  repre- 

*of  the  free  professions,  the  medium  and  upper  ranks 

^dtat've>1lts  have  illusions  and  prejudices  of  another  sort.  They 

tivil  s*rv”  s0,it-day  society  can  be  improved  gradually  and  peace- 


t*l‘eV,i \n,o»g  5,11  these  elements  there  sometimes  is  a grain  of 
fully-  - m in  their  anti-fascism.  To  them  fascism  api>ears  essen- 
ifer  the  aspects  of  Hiller  .uul  the  Na/.i  hands.  I he  parties 
[ially  1111  ^ based  upon  the  middle  classes  inevitably  reflect  the 
and  f*r°l. jjusj0ns  and  prejudices.  They  cannot  pursue  a con- 
I3th*r  s |icy.  They  frequently  vacillate.  We  try  to  show  them 
#isw"* ' 1 sl(*.ccSS  of  the  anti-fascist  movement,  of  the  People’s 
tl>at  1 kn  only  be  guaranteed  in  so  far  as  the  non -proletarian 


ring  masses  group  themselves  around  the  working  class. 
l*k°u  c;in  this  march  of  the  pettv-hourgeowe  towards  the  posi* 

_ _ ' of  the  working  class  Ire  facilitated?  By  showing  that  the 

*">  dass  is  able  to  direct  the  general  struggle  and  by  proving 
''°r  strength.  That  is  how  Comrade  Manuilsky  replied  to  this 

jl^ou  ujs  speech  closing  the  Eleventh  Plenum  of  the 

fluesttou 

it  C.c. E * * 

«■  To  win  allies  to  the  side  of  the  proletariat  is  only  possible 
I y demonstration  of  the  strength  of  the  proletariat  and  of 
its  vanguard— the  Communist  Party.”  * 

It  is  undeniable  that  the  masses  of  the  people  in  town  and 
1 try  the  middle  classes,  and  the  peasants  in  particular,  play  a 
C°1'  :,nportant  historic  role.  But  this  role  is  never  an  independent 
ve  ; however;  they  either  fall  under  the  influence  of  the  big  bour- 
geoisie, of  capital,  and  become  the  tool  of  its  policy,  or  they  ally 

themselves  with  the  working  class. 

In  the  first  case,  the  results  are  an  increase  m the  exploitation 

n,i  the  oppression  of  all  the  toilers— in  our  age,  fascism,  that  s 

I-  the  ee^rience  ol  France  m .848-5. . »< 

,,  rovmv  from  iqiS  to  1933,  and  of  Spam  since  193*.  . 

jn  thc  second  case,  the  results  are  the  end  of  the  exploitation 
and  oppression  of  the  people,  the  flourishing  of  democracy  and  o 

“*D.  Z.  Manuilsky,  The  communisl  l»<irltes  and  flic  tfisis  of 
Capitalism,  p.  107  (Co-op.  Edition). 
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the  people's  liberties.  1 hat  is  what  is  hrilltntttJv 
fxpi-nYiiiv  of  the  Soviet  Union.  ,)p°vc<i  ,m 

Finally,  ..ur  Communist  l’aiiv  imiM  •*  enjj1|  ' 

organisation  ” to  unite  and  consolidate  the  ftnti-fn^j  'Vtahh 

movement,  ls*  l»w)|)] 

In  spite  of  real  progress.  organisation  xtill  rt.n)ai  : 

|x>int.  There  are  thousands  of  united  front  eoim^j'^ ,°'i*  v,^, 

A MWtV-dmi*nl  illoIR*  tllltli'T  fill*  . 


Amsterdam  movement  alone,  under  the  attentive 
Harhusse,  has  grouped  a rot  mil  itself  J.uoo  eoininitivt,Jslr'''l'ti'm 
is  still  inadequate.  Moreover,  many  coiiniuttt.cs  ] . "iat 

constituted  merely  at  the  top  by  the  meeting  of  repr^sem*'? 
the  participating  organisations.  'i’he  Party's  efforts  nu' 
the  democratic  election  of  the  committees  at  the  1>< rt ttl  ^ '■'rn  at 
factories,  in  meetings  in  the  villages,  and  in  the  urban^'r-'V'k 
Experience  has  already  taught  us  that  in  this  tkhl  ux*  ,i,1Mr’cts. 
tipon  the  initiative  of  the  masses,  who  have  already  fou^,  ^ 
most  diverse  forms  for  coming  together.  Hit 


V.  THE  ORGANISATION'  OF  THE  PEOPLE'S  FR0V 
Comrades,  in  actively  pursuing  the  mass  policy  that  I hav.* 
outlined,  in  interesting  itself  in  the  demands  of  all  the  sectio'J'*4* 
the  labouring  population,  in  taking  a stand  on  alt  questions 
Party  has  succeeded  in  effecting  the  triumph  of  the  People’s  Fr?Ur 
throughout  the  country.  We  have  been  able  to  extend  in  c^* 
siderahle  measure  our  influence  among  the  working  class  and  tv 
small  tradesmen  of  the  middle  classes. 


When  the  Central  Committee  conceived  the  idea  of  the  People 
Front  and  when  it  drew  up  the  latter’s  programme  in  Octob-- 
io.>4.  we  could  not  have  imagined  that  its  success  would  he  y, 
immediate. 


First  of  all,  we  informed  the  Socialist  Parly  of  our  intentions. 
Then,  without  waiting  for  a reply,  which  was  long  delayed,  wc 
raised  the  question  in  a big  central  meeting  the  day  after  our  inter- 
view  with  the  representatives  of  the  Socialist  Party. 

The  Party  carried  on  a sustained  campaign  in  the  press,  bv 
posters,  in  meetings,  and  front  the  tribune  of  the  Chamber.  On 
the  eve  of  each  of  the  two  congresses  of  the  Radical  Party  , in 
Nantes  in  October,  and  in  Lyons  in  March,  the  Communist  Part)* 
organised  big  meetings  where  representatives  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee outlined  our  conception  of  the  People’s  Front,  addressing 
themselves  particularly  to  the  Radical  delegates. 

A long  public  discussion  started  with  the  Socialist  Party.  But 
the  workers  and  the  lower  middle-class  elements  acclaimed  the 
People’s  Front.  The  slogan  and  its  content  triumphed  among  the 


•nt  municipal  elections.  Our  bourgeois  fas- 
inft  t*lC  r<v!ives  no  longer  employ  any  other  expression 
,nlf  fascist  movement  which  is  gradually 


eft 


®jjj  (urthej’.1  aJ,ainst  the  fascist  leagues,  to  have  a motion 
tpiU*  ■ '.jtfXV  to  demanding  that  the  government  disarm 

w*1'1 , .'red  >n  1>;‘V'  ,-isi  leagues.  The  Communist  fraction,  con- 


L^^-tary  ®r°U'initiative.  The  Radical  Party,  the  Republican 
l^f  with  our  . Socialist  Par  tv  of  France  (Neo- Socialists},  the 
^ *,ut  Party-  ^ ..ms.  and  the  Pupist  groups  (composed  of 


, if  w1**  ill,-  Sociaiisr  i ,u  ij  «>  * iniiv.v  r . • w-jw-.iu.uwi , 
.^ilist  ^i  Tndenendents,  and  the  Pupist  groups  (composed  of 
-•fb-n  of  l'efl  Communist  Party},  replied  to  our  call.  The 

^.‘’'Id-ice  on  May  3«th.  The  discussion  began  on  the 
S^-snade  by  the  representative  of  the  Communist  Party  : 

Jecl3Tljtl0  _ .mifniots.*’  we  said,  “ want  to  fight  fascism.  Tb> 


^lor-itto  ,,  we  saj<j(  « Want  to  fight  fascism.  The 

„ \Ve  9°n!!!VaiUonal  elections  show  that  the  majority  of  the 
municiP8.1  a’1“- Jst  the  so-called  National  Union  policy,  which 
SuntO-  (or  fascism.  This  majority  can  find  eqg. 

is  P*"*  in  the  Chamber  itself,  as  the  groups  that  have  replied 
sion  here-  >"  V constitute  a majority  of  the  Chamber.  1/  tfc« 
t o ^r.?n\  £Ls  to  put  into  effect  a programme  striking  at  the 


ncil  ****  , --i*  «*i|I  support  inis  intnvnwv,  w - 

ve  JJfind  democratic  liberties,  not  in  words  but  by 

fishes  to  defti 11  such  as  the  disarmament  and  the  dis- 

takinff  e®e,c  fascist  leagues  and  the  arrest  of  their  leaders,  w 
Ration  of  Such  a policy,”  we  added, 

suP/H>r  ...  the  best  conditions  for  the  main- 

" would,  moreover,  create  support,  not  merely  in 


" *»»*•  KUd  Imv*  our  support,  not  merely  in 

j*  ment  ' but  throughout  the  country, 
parimmeu  , . ....  n<tr  -wiarations 


\Ve  had  given  the  Radical  t 1 ■ ahv;WS  at  the  initiative 

Afterwards,  parted  residing  tbe  even- 

of  the  Communists.  . U was  our  Communist  Party  that 


measures  favourable  to  l he  labouring  masses,  The  „ 
untl  tlie  Radical  Party  were  led  to  define  their  i e*.  ‘ 

In  tin-  meanwhile  the  Ihntissun  government  lt;„V }' ' Vv  H.Ij! -"h  ;j 
Hut  tin-  pressure  ol  tbe  masses,  reflected  in  tl„.  . . *'eh  l.,,?1''  il 
majority  oi  the  Radical  deputies,  eke  ted  by  ,){M  1 

that  Houissnii  was  overthrown  the  dav  he  J.,,*1'11'1'  ’V  { 

Chamber.  ' ‘ * 1 

And  the  sessions  ol  the  Lett  delegations  were  reslt  ^ 

The  Socialist  Party  submitted  as  the  basis  f,„.  j.  [ 

collaborate  with  the  Radical  Party  a programme  of 
which  I shall  return  to  later  and  which  the  kadical  ,,  v>ci!*lisatj  ''  J 
Then  our  Party  made  the  following  declaration*"^,  ■ 
published : * whi*h  v; 

"The  Communist  Party  notes  that  on  two  oc *•  ■ I 

Chamber  has  taken  a stand  against  the  plenary  i «>v^S1°"s  th  I 
would  imperil  democratic  liberties  and  would  J, ^ v'hio  j 
situation  of  the  labouring  masses.  ’ ravak-  « 

" These  votes  express  the  country’s  desire,  notably 
in  the  municipal  and  cantonal  elections,  to  put  an  endV' *'reNi  i 
called  National  Union  policy,  t<i  which  the  most  ] .'*  • v>,  I 
interests  of  the  working  class  and  of  all  those  who  p -{ ,n*ti 
been  sacrificed.  11 

“ 'I'lie  Communist  Party,  whose  fuiulamental  »roir 
includes  the  socialisation  of  the  means  of  prod  net  iot 
exchange,  which  will  be  real ised  by  a Workers’  and  lvVs-1 
Government,  believes  that  it  is  possible  and  necessary 
present  time  to  pursue  a |H>licy  of  positive  action,  based  if,  tr< 
wide  People’s  Front. 

" The  Communist  Party,  reaffirming  its  previous  dVH-. 
lions  regarding  its  eventual  attitude  towards  a Left 
nient,  recalls  that  it  is  ready  to  support,  within  the  Chatrtf 
and  throughout  the  country,  every  measure  suited  to  safvjjJp 
the  franc,  to  suppress  speculation  energetically,  to  protect  t| 
interests  of  the  labouring  population,  to  defend  democrat 
liberties,  to  disarm  and  dissolve  the  fascist  leagues,  and  ' 
maintain  ]>eace. ” 

In  the  meantime,  the  Laval  Cabinet  had  been  formed.  Y;. 
Communist  Party  had  played  a prominent  role  during  the  t„. 
Cabinet  crises.  With  its  outcry  of  indignation,  the  reactionary 
and  fascist  press  underscored  the  success  of  our  tactics. 

At  this  moment  the  Amsterdani-Pleyel  Committee  took  if,, 
initiative  of  calling  the  people’s  demonstration  of  July  j.|th.  Ii 
obtained  the  participation  of  numerous  groups  and  organisation*, 
among  them  the  General  Confederation  of  Labour  and  the  Radiol 
Party.  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Radical  Party,  special!; 
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Com- 


r J r " 

*nny  ic>23  aft  out  of  the  question.  Nor  dfics 
l’  llcr  •’■'Y  |iour  Government  " of  flic  kind  we  have  nrit- 
0 . till  witnessing,  in  Emslaml  and  in  various  Scandi- 
tb1* ^ or  ^ cvc#n  less  a coalition  government  like  those 

^i,n  ^rScidmi  Parties  are  participating,  or  have  panic  i- 
?*'  bich  t'lc’  Czechoslovakia  and  Spain.  U is  not  a <|ues- 

ll* (CJ,  ti»  ^L  ^.'  t’|u.  affairs  of  the  bourgeoisie.  What  is  involved 

jS,'^  ^Hfo^risro,  barring  its  road  to  iiower  at  any  price,  basing 
- fieht*ng  a>C  .’ii,.  urge  of  the  masses  and  upon  extra* 
p'^ives  ui»pn  Ulc 

our*-1  larV  action.  . , , ,. 

pjflian’cn  'mists  ire  fighting  for  Soviet  jwwer.  for  the  dictator* 

^^Mrolctariat.  We  know  that  this  is  the  only  way  to  put 

shil* °*  llK  }uf? crisis  to  poverty,  to  fascism,  and  to  war  forever. 


/ the  pfOlctaruo.  ” - 1 . , \ 

jjiil* ot  1 'he  crisis,  to  poverty,  to  fascism,  and  to  war  forever. 
,n  end  W_  kij(nv  tl’al  at  the  present  time  only  a minority  of  the 
gut  we  alM>  an„ve  all,  only  a minority  of  the  people  of 


gut  we  a d ain>ve  all,  only  a minority  of  the  people  of 

,v0rkiibt  L ” *T  convictions  and  arc  fighting  with  the  firm  desire 

^ z.*  ..iio  nmt’fr  rallliot 


Frtnce . I So-it  l power.  That  is  why  Soviet  power  cannot  be 
to  esi*bliS! : , of  our  present  struggle.  But  although  we  are 

thei,niuc  ‘ ......  and  we  must  lead  the  majority  of  the 


;he  immediate  goa.  ~ must,ead  the  majority  of  the 

to  « im  , iri  determined  to  avoid  the  establishment  of  a fas- 
^ountry,  . u cosls_  We  can  and  we  must  convince  the 

» d,CT  it  4 VrIo  ami  on  the  basis  of  their  otvn  ea^rience, 

•STJiX  of  “ainioR  . Soviet  Rcmhiic. 

Dl  ,w  . , « _ bl.ti.  KmU  fall  11 


’ . discontent  that  is  accumulating  and  making  itself  fell  m 

hC  L<  demonstrations  against  the  emergency  decrees  can  ex- 
nuroerous  <Km  . verthrow  of  Uw  Laval  government.  I he 

,,lodc  and  k*  p k..s  p-ronl  a„d  its  constant  reinforcement 

*rtutni>  i>>  tcome  the  successor  of  the  National  l man 

govern  me  crisis  will  mean  the  beginning  of  a serious 

A new  Cabinet  cum.  , , ,f,.rriot.  *•  If  I resign 


niimUt  Party,  moving  spirit  ol  tW  j. 

decisive  weight  In  the scale  of  events.  Ir  this  Pctm/!*'1  ,;"i 

cohesion  nml  boldness,  u political  ali<m  r.ii|]  ,J|(l  * ^r<>nt|  * 

nmy  follow  the  Laval  government,  the  government  rei^tlo^ 

ITiLiii.fi>  lit  flint*  I Sllt’tVPilpil  I iv  i t i . . a ; 1,1  M v.  l;n. 


T 


participate.  *vtn 

The  anti-fascist  battle  would  become  even  fiercer  sv 
reactionary  and  fascist  assault  would  he  brutal  and  nnin^ l^v 
Hut  the  People's  Front  ami  the  Communist  Party  Woiil^l^' 
oCcupecl  new  positions,  which  we  would  have  to  utilise  p,  \ l:iVt 
for  the  establishment  of  Soviet  Power,  the  dictatorship 
proletariat.  ° 

This  is  no  doubt  a bold  policy,  which  demands  much  liri 

1 , v ■ 4 . 1 . _ti  r v.  . f \ 4 t *4  I bk  li|  | I jlft  M I .III  J ■ ) li\1  Irll  ■ nf  f 1.1,.  . * '^1 

01  th,s  M>n  *nto  effect 

confuse* 

Us  t,f 

’ ■ ■ i - -r  1 "■  ’ — i ti| vua,  It 

t merely  the  Communist  Party,  its  members  and  its  militant* 
as  well  as  its  sympathisers,  that  are  conscious  of  their  unique  ro|' 
and  of  the  unique  non  Is  that  they  are  pursuing  in  an  absolutei- 
independent  fashion,  but  the  allies  and  the  opponents  of 
nuinisin  now  acknowledge,  each  in  his  own  fashion,  our  pro|„ 
tarian  and  revolutionary  originality,  and  they  take  into  account 
our  own  strength  and  our  own  activity. 

In  particular,  we  owe  this  independence  to  the  application  .,{ 
tlic  “ class  against  class  ” tactics  that  has  caused  us  to  apinar 
on  an  absolutely  different  plane,  distinct  from  all  other  parties 
including  the  Socialist  Party.  (>nr  action  of  February  (>th  was 
guided  by  these  principles  of  independence. 

VI.  THE  STRUGGLE  FOR  TI1K  UNITY  OK 

WORKING  CLASS 

The  Communist  International  has  never  stopped  light 


THE 


, « s;rv  for  unity  realised.  It  has  not 
.orld»»g  li-hti.w  unity  of  all  proletarians.  For 

2 #•  ■>*«  '»  «>»  *>  ***»s5 


I ,1‘  it  ha-  *“  ull  Sl  view  towards  organising  the  united 
jftfV  yc«t! * -r|,j, tional  vt  un 

!rSuiUtritS  , Communist  International  asked  the 

> *.>  .«»V  "o.V.pfoach  thy  Socialist  Parties  v.ith  a view 
qa  ^ * p(irt*ts  £ it  t(.iK-rs  every  where*  against  ihc  rntnauiu 

1*#* . ..  M.*-  »«  ' r'  .2,1  „ «»«  aid  for  our  brother* 


•**  « ",,r  “ 

1 "**S°  tlK.  Communist  International  directly 

min 

1 i, , ahiI 


t. 


d'<;otni(-l)^r  list orkers  and  their  leadership,  projmsmg 

l>”  °,K,|  the  Socialr  . .nt  >u  „n  i.dtaif  of  the  workers 

”r^Z\n.  violently  attacked  by  reaction,  the  fascists 
V O*  * 1 * 


tllo  t.. 


*j  £ monarcl1!?  ‘ there  took  place  the  Brussels  interview', 

^ October  I5‘  • (,f  the  Communist  International 

Cachin  «nt  1 1 tivt.s  of  thc  L.S.I.,  Vandcrvelde  and 

SU  «**  rCl  When  we  pressed  the  leaders  of  Internationa 

gbrich  Adler-  ^ ft  favourable  reply  to  our  loyal  and 

^.Democracy  askwl  us  this  question;  ^ 

proposal.  . IS  this  a change  of  line  by 

v n.ruvre  on  11  fitting.  Our  Comrade  Cachm 

nv*nwu’  ,,  ^yc  fcplietl  as  w.» 

Moscow  * p 

■»  j.  i sorry  » 

ttJ&***  *•£  l3s£££  “S 

*»„,  h.iybti  what  streayth,  w 1 • tremendon* 

* itre.  ami  da„Rerous  will  fas- 

eSSSSS  i , A' S&  %*i 

. „„  fire"  the  working 

of  us.  . . (lltr  houses  are  on  urt.  1 ,,  , 

" The  danger  s | in  most  tragic  fashion. 

class  is  everywhere  endangtre 

Ao  I will  tell  you  <iune  [rt;;;an>u:uvre  on  a graml  ^ on 

| fjganf  vvhat  Ve  have  done  as  i\  contrast_to^ 

* ■ ^ i T 4 1.11 1 1 1 


m 


experience*  «f  tln-.Soemlisl  1 miles  in  other  cn,m,.. 

Iis re  Hum  conclusive.  I wouk!  vi  ni  Nl%  *„ 

Comrades,  yon  know  tile  results,  I he  deli^aU;  ■ H ***\ 
International  [...'I then  reply  iimil  the  iueei{«01  ll|«Sg, 


1 IHC1  INI'  iM*im  I”  -i  » "iv 

ference  of  their  Intel  national,  which  met  m K °f 

I'liis  iiostjionenieiit  was  tantamount  to  a refusal  . 

-ft  . . ■ ■ ft , 1 1 . 1 1 1 d kl  . ■ ■ ■ ■ . j _ . . . . ft  1 I'll 


1 Is  I 


!«  “f  tC'-M 

*11  V L ftj, 

* ' r a , r‘l . 

nl ...  '^11*. 


feiettco  the  delegates  could  not  agree  on  the  tem>r  ‘ :i|  thi* * 
the  Communist  International.  They  had  to  cti»f„K.  iir^ 

withdrawing  as  they  themselves  put  it  in  their  letter 
Int ion  of  March  itfth-tgtli.  ig.t.t,  prohibiting  ' "'tit  t(_ '■ 

establishing  the  uniletl  front  on  a national  stale,  h'***- 
they  wrote,  each  Socialist  Party  remains  free  to  act  as  S*1*®6*™ 
We  had  achieved  the  lirst  great  success.  Must  !>  ' Svtsftt  ' 

* - - 1 “ftaiii  \ ' 

s jii 


called  that  in  April  out  Communist  Interiiatmi,  ,1 

■a.  mm  _ * * * * m 


turned  to  the  I.nbour  ami  Socialist  Internationa],  ,v  \L  nir^ 
the  May  First  demonstrations  he  organised  in  com m * 111,5  th*.  |! 
fascism  ami  war?  1 ms  turn;  again  m vain. 

Nevertheless*  the  united  from  w as  gradually  U^inu  or,,  * 
France.  ™ in 

In  the  twelve  years  since  1033  we  addressed  the  Sooialis  \>  I 
20  limes,  Kach  time  wc  met  with  a refusal f sometimes  even 
one*  ihe  first  earnest  step  was  realised  in  July  , *a, 

Amsterdam  Con  Kress.  At  the  Amsterdam  Congress  th  . r lt!t 
delegation  included  numerous  Socialists  officially  deh-Eatt(,  CfJ 
sections  and  even  hv  federations.  In  spite  of  reprisals  and  . ■ 
sioiis  aimed  at  the  Socialist  comrades,  a fraternal  contact 
established  in  the  Amsterdam  Committees.  "** 

In  March  103.'.  when  we  turned  to  the  Socialist  workers  and 
their  leadership  on  the  basis  of  the  letter  of  the  Communist  1m  ' 
national,  we  did  not  receive  a direct  reply,  but  Blum  tried  in 
series  of  articles  to  keep  his  party  from  the  united  front. 

But  international  events,  especially  events  in  Germany, 
already  influencing  the  state  of  mind  of  the  Socialist  workers. 

February  6th,  1934,  furnished  the  decisive  impetus, 
Socialist  workers  threw  themselves  into  the  light  alongside  ihc 
Communist  workers,  participating  in  the  action  decided  upon  U 
the  Party  in  Paris  and  in  the  provinces. 

On  May  301I1  we  addressed  ourselves  to  the  Permanent  Adminis- 
trative Commission  ol  the  Socialist  Party,  asking  it  to  organises 
joint  struggle  for  the  liberation  of  ThSlmann.  For  the  first  timt 
ive  had  an  interview  with  Blum  and  Zyromski.  After  thinking  it 
over  for  several  weeks,  the  leadership  of  the  Socialist  Party  once 

10  Ibid,  p.  10. 
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niicd  front-  but  in  the  meanwhile,  the 
(cd  the  “ ^ tlu,  Seine  had  accepted  our  proimsal  to 
st  ^^p'fdcr*1*0" , jcij ,nte  in  a joint  demonstration  against  the 
f.jd'"1  ,,d  to  ',:,r.v  stli-  Since  then  the  Communist  initiatives 
Y't’i'  0,1  , lime  favour  among  the  fvicialist  workers,  'the 
Biot**,  Council,  which  met  on  July  15  th  to  vote  on  out 
1 A$'{  Vflti^1111,  a oil  cl  <*f  joint  struct  i;  against  war  and 

,“«d  .he  united  (tom. 

jlJ,c  fnialb' s .onU.nts  of  the  pact.  It  concerns  the  organising 
Lch^nO'V  t*,<i  t ,,i  1 tooling  <*ur  organisation  resources  for  the 

I'all  **  * aft  llllflj  , , , 1 1 1 .1  * 


■i'  , ^ [||V  ’ * ill  It  I nvmoo  nium-o,  invionv.  tuv 

<•’  ^ calling  of  strikes.  We  had  proposed  that  the 
r1^’ j-tio11  i1,U  ,llul  the  Socialist  Party  together  should  address 
nW  federations,  the  C.O.T.  and  the  C.G.T.F. 

L*°  ,rto  tr.  C |,.niv  refused.  In  order  to  conclude  the  pact,  wc 
^ Social ^ 1.‘  C(lncession  with  regard  to  criticism,  taking  our 
l agreed  t°  ;l  j^ter  of  the  Communist  International  dated 
ve  ,ro"’  *hL-  - We  subscribed  to  the  following  text : 

5th . . notion,  the  two  narties  w ill  Tecipro- 


orcb  5th’.  1C'?his  common  action,  the  two  parties  will  recipm- 
i-  •*  During  t>* ; ,.ttacUs  and  criticism  of  the  organs  and  the 

rtlly  »bstf!..,lv  participating  in  the  action.  However,  each 
»??! action , retains  it.  imtapomW  to 
iWy.  0“"„„  .-rol-acnmla  tvitholtl  in.nitinn  or  wmw  th, 
develop  ■ . to  ensUre  its  own  recruiting  of  members, 

other  Pat>’;  lhe  working  class  of  France  a great  deal.  It 
The  :.  11I(etus  towards  trade  union  unity;  it  made  it  pos- 

^forced  J^^dk  classes  in  more  effectively.  But  what 
sible  1°  dra'J  li  (l  is  that  before,  as  well  as  after  the  signature 
*u>1  unt ^ j Party  never  for  a moment  forgot  that  the  essential 

of  thc  Pacf  1 v united  front  is  action. 

«*!,»<  °V  ,h'  initi-ttivo  (or  the  action  of  W-rnary  nth.  to.M. 

We  took  the  mtiiaiwe  ourselves,  the  Corn- 

Then  February  10th,  pari’s  proletariat  to  honour  the 

nist  Party,  decided  to  , invited  the 

3^'^  vvar . on  the 

V*  v,l^rfm<temm,trati.m'«t  the  Wall  of  tile  Coro- 

tccasion  of  the  ' “ *’  (lircrti(m  „f  the  Central  Commtttt* 

ra„nar.ls,  oraantsetl  . n Ur  thol. ^ Irotakyne 

j iJiq  i 1 - , fit.  c^ittp  wanted  to 

i^t.,  the  * ctoix  t 

r h"  " “ you  'vant 


Ihe  Wall  of  the  Cmnmtnumls  on  the  u>th,  Wt?||  . 

have  your  place  in  the  profession.  It  you  do  n<1{  y 

>io  to  the  Wall  without  you."  And  the  Socialist  b\. , l,).  v,’  ’ ''ill 
Seine  had  to  abandon  it-,  project  and  join  p,  ot,r  * 
hundred  thousand  toilers  were  at  the  Wall  under 
of  the  Communist  Party.  K‘  'fca<lerJS 

Parallel  to  the  organisation  of  the  united  front  ftl>  ‘ 


bent  our  efforts  to  develop  the  struggle  for  trade  '1* 

The  next  step  in  the  organisation  of  the  unity  of  .4’ 

hi  1- ranee  must  be  llie  realisation  t»f  ti;ulo  union  unit 


unit  v 


In  view  ot  the  tact  that  Comrade  tiitton  will 
tion,  1 merely  wish  to  jxunt  out  now'  far  uc  have  1?lflu^ 

advance  along  the  road  to  trade  union  unity  thanks  ^ V 

front,  in  spite  of  the  Hitter  opposition  of  certain  rvUn *V 
Seven  hundred  united  trade  unions  have  been  formed  S'r?^ 
woymen's  unions  have  been  unified  on  all  rail  system's  * 
exception  of  two.  I nked  local  unions  and  united  <leinr ^ 
unions  have  already  been  established.  arllr*rj^ 

The  leadership  of  the  General  Confederation  of  Labour  } 
to  agree  to  resume  discussions  with  the  representative 
Ciiitarv  Confederation  of  Labour  with  a view  to  thv  % 

trade  union  unity. 

The  Communist  Parties  now  bear  a very  great  responsibili 
view  of  the  crisis  of  the  Socialist  International,  in  view  0j  5 
decline  in  the  latter's  influence  and  membership.  The  Soc*  v ^ 
workers  must  not  be  allowed  to  fall  into  disillusion  and  <]e  - ' 
What  is  more,  we  must  not  allow  a part  of  them  to  fall  under  tv! 
influence  of  fascism,  it  is  now  a question  of  leading  them  * 
the  joint  struggle  against  fascism,  even  if  they  are  not  yet  entire}! 
in  agreement  with  us,  even  if  they  still  harbour  suspicions  0f  ^ 
which  the  joint  struggle  will  weaken  or  cause  to  disappear. 

To  use  Plum's  expression,  we  have  worked  to  render  the  mi{& 
front  “ inevitable,”  and  in  fact  we  have  rendered  it  inevitable 
By  signing  the  pact  certain  Socialist  leaders  thought  they  would 

r tr  t jn  1^  1 -i  It  t li  1 1*  tit  It  t % over  the  Socialist  mernW 

and  organisations,  who  had  been  gradually  led  to  choose  betwet- 
Party  discipline  and  the  necessary  united  front  with  the  Con. 
mum'sts.  But  the  workers  sometimes  have  the  feeling  that  cerhi- 
leaders  of  the  Socialist  Party  are  looking  for  every  occasion  to 
provoke  or  aggravate  clilliculties,  to  slow  down  united  action,  naT 
even  to  break  the  united  front. 

Three  precise  facts  contributed  to  Rive  this  impression. 
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was  the  discussion  of  the  People’s  Front. 

af  Ml*  lt’Tnnin«>  l,u'  J’oC*al'st  was  hostile  to  our 

l')pI ,l  very  l>CK'  ]c>s  Front.  1 1 tends  to  consider  the  various 
of  «»c  1LT. -in'  hIii  mil  if  lint  nntl 


> 1 ♦ l'eopw  • 

;irlj.,inentaiy  standpoint  and  displays  :t  certain 

^.4 '4  front  » ■ j{llt  jt  wanted  to  Rive  itself  a more  Left 

^ niftS5  found  our  proRramme  loo  moderate;  it  felt  that 

fie**  4(anc«-  1 -l;,i  levy  was  not  sufficient.  It  proposed  the 

*r^.ll(ling  :l  *L  banks  and  hig  industry. 

^ * 1 * W p t ( illlllltlllKl  ^ ? 1 ri*  frir 


.laP'  f MAC  " * 

n|v  rcplictl  : 1 * VVc  Communists  arc  for  socialisa 
v&>r  L‘l^r  expropriation  pure  and  simpk  of  the  capitalist 
^ tve  **1C  j)llt  UL*  consider  that  one  condition  must  be  fill- 

iust  one  little  condition  : the  i>osscssion 


socialise,  just  one  little  condition  : the  iwssession 
‘y'jVj  in  seizure  of  power.  Now,  there  is  only  one  method  of 
>f  |»°v'’er ’ that  has  proved  its  worth  up  to  now  : that  is,  the 
Siting  Bolsheviks,  the  victorious  insurrection  of  the  prole- 

Titliod  °*  eXCrcisc  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  and 

tiriat.  1 1t  r ( vl rtxc.) 

^vt*1  1>0'  * u.c.  Communists  are  not  proposing  our  fundamental 


H°"'e  _ ou  Socialists.  We  projiose  that  you  agree  with  us 

rrainHie  * 

i tliK,  vi-rv  flat*  I'Ja  tml  nc  tA 


prof^*  Jnn’  i,c  done  together  this  very  day.  Do  not  ask  us 

— .. 

ft  * i lit  frncti*lh,*r  fur  immwli 


* that  can  me  - - 

upon  ur  programme.  We  can  fight  together  for  immediate 

adopt  >’°  can  impose  a levy  on  capital.  We  have  a greater 

<jemaIltls^  having  this  demand  of  the  capital  levy  accepted  in  that 

Cha«ce  ° floured  in  the  programme  of  the  Radical  Party.  More* 


it  former  b m<;asure  thal  has  already  been  applied  in  other 
over , n ,,  ‘ 

^AftT  four  months  of  discussion— public  discussion  carried  on 
. b columns  of  our  newspaper  1'Humanifr,  » well  as  by  the 
'**  Ventre  of  documents,  letters,  resolutions  it  was  found  that 
^ disagreement  still  existed.  We  continued  our  efforts.  And 
\ L>  Uncial ist  Congress  of  Mulhouse,  which  took  place  after  the 
‘ ntinil  and  cantonal  elections,  had  to  adopt  a resolution  in 

favour  of  the  People  s Front. 

The  second  fact : at  the  time  of  the  criminal  assassination  of  our 
To  made  Kirov,  the  proletariat  of  the  Soviet  l mon  and  its  Com- 
Sf ' l.«,v  encrscticlly  took  sever,  end  rieorons  nreesures 

ajainst  the  assassins  and  tlieir  accomplices,  as  u »»  the  r u j o 

proletarians  in  power  to  do. 

The  Bolsheviks  have  learned  and  retained  the  ° 

revoiutions.  They  know  that  the  ttenerostty  of  the 
towards  the  Versailles  adherents  was  nquiMd ^ thc 
assassination  o(  .15,000  Communards  11 he  HoU  e k. 

assassins  with  the  sword  of  proletarian  justice,  ana 


countcr*«ivolutionaries  found  champions 

Socialists. 

l.voit  Hlum  wrote  ii  tc-ai  ini  at  nek*.  Hjs  ,„t| 
orbited  l he  txh'on*  declaration  of  ilic-  lttissi:,,,  \i,. 

. * it.  ...  i ...iii.  .. . * > 


aiiitj 


/ v 
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Mensheviks  ami  l heir  friends  wire  .silenced.  's  lvv>ks.  .*** 

The  third  fact  : when  the  I 'ranco-Sovtet  ](:K-l  uf  11 

nnev  was  concluded,  and  cs|>vciii1]y  when  the  coonm1"-11  a*»ki 
published  after  the  conversation  between  Premier  ] o 
Comrade  Stalin,  the  bourgeois  press  tried  to  score  a tr'  ' atI<*  *<;> 
the  Communists  of  France.  They  noisily  eniphasiswi'  e*1  t,v'*r 
Statement  about  “ understanding  and  approving  I-'ran.-  -• 
of  national  defence.”  and  ” the  necessity  for  the  t on, ’Valiev 
ting  its  male  rial  forces  upon  the  level  of  its  defetu  re. " 1 Aut. 

did  not  come  only  from  the  side  of  the  reactionaries.  v :,,|act 

The  Socialist  Party  and  its  press  heaped  their  sarcasm 
Leon  Blum  wrote  that  lie  could  not  get  over  his  astonishnu*nM  U'- 
asked,  he  queried  : “ l>id  Stalin  really  reflect  before  disam 
the  action  of  the  Communist  Party  and  the  Socialist  Party  > •V’'11'* 
The  Trotskvites,  the  renegades,  the  Papists,  with  i)or; 
their  head,  played  their  villainous  role.  01  *t 

The  day  after  the  publication  of  the  connmmicpic,  a niCvt- 
the  Communists  and  sympathisers  of  Paris  took  place.  *pf 
speaker  of  the  Political  Bureau  declared  in  substance  that  - if 
The  )>eacc  policy  of  the  Soviet  1’nion  is  in  conformity  with  n!" 
historic  instructions  of  Lenin;  it  is  firmly  conducted  by  .Stalin-  "■* 
corresponds  to  the  interests  of  the  international  proletariat;  (->)  f 
view  of  the  international  situation,  in  particular  the  accession  t< 
fascism  to  power  in  Cernumy,  there  is  for  the  moment  a coind 
dence  between  the  interests  of  bourgeois  I 'ranee  and  of  the  So\i- 
Cnion  against  Hitler  and  his  National-Socialism,  the  priticii^i 
instigators  of  war  in  Hurope, 

We  added  : the  working  class  of  France  and  its  Coitmiunie 
Party  resolutely  continue  their  struggle  against  the  French  hour- 
geoisie;  they  remain  opposed  to  any  " sacred  union,”  opposed  to 
the  eventual  use  of  the  army  against  the  working  class,  opjiostal t„ 
the  yoke  imposed  on  the  colonial  peoples  bv  French  imperialism 
We  do  not  have  to  support  the  class  policy  of  the  French  bour- 
geoisie. We  continue  to  denounce  and  to  protest  in  the  name oi 
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,u  the  head  of  the  working  class,  against  the 
cl:1*''''  lit-- . and  against  the  return  to  the  two-venr 

„r  < in  i»ilita^n^ripiion. 

of  Prance,  who  do  not  judge  war  in  the 


fill**1  **  in  uu. 

” rt.c  Cunl,r  „ir geoisie,  reformist  <.r  pacifist  parties,  declare 
I*1*1  (,f  dw  ''’it,ssjt)n  again-.!  the  Soviet  fnioti,  we  shall  know 

fyl1*!’*  c0sC  ii^ur  forces  and  defend  the  Soviet  Futon  in  every 


-« r 

t*1’"  ...  resolution  was  unanimously  voted  l>v  the 

«^|ter  tn»  * wjth  only  one  dissenting  vote.  the  Com- 

* of  ..  • ;mrl  lllsiss  HU-,-t  1IH7-,  cironni-il  ltv  th.. 


.jgnctf  ol  * - to  meetings  and  muss  meetings  organised  hy  the 
Jlll.„ists  'VLllt  tjlin  witli  the  cantonal  elections,  l hev  developed 


iiia'5’1 


jn  co'111^  " pp  , poster  that  we  had  immediately  placarded 
C*n,c‘o  .°under  the  title  ” Malm  is  Right/*  In  this  lister  we 
1 , thc  'vtt!*  i(|  ,lM<l  commented  on  the  wise  words  pronounced  by 
1 international  proletariat,  our  Comrade  Stalin. 

•he  in  the  cantonal  elections  that  took  place  a week 

‘ '["lie  «^..;nimlbl  Party  made  a gain  even  over  the  municipal 
titer.  ®l,r  Turing  25  out  of  the  50  seats  in  the  C.etteral  Council 


|ji” ' ..  securing  ^.s  - - 

^ectto  * ' ( ifyftlausc.) 

0f  the  M-'1  • , thL-  Socialist  leaders  advocated  unity  as  opl>osed 

poralo‘^  front  Km  our  Party  replied  : ” The  united  front 
to  the  tU”  “ for  the  united  party.*’  When,  thanks  to  our  efforts 
will  l>r*-T‘  ,ssus-  supiK>n , unity  of  action  began  to  Ik*  realised 
and  t<>  tnc  I ourselves  formulated  our  concept  of  a united 

and  t°  ?>re  . 

proletarian  party  - >ost.(1  to  lhtJ  National  Council  of  the 


a uv  1 oiuSiilVcs  M»nm»droi  « — 

and  to  spreaa, 

wc  proposed  to  the  National  Council  of  the 
t partv  that  a national  unity  conference  Ik*  called,  that 
***  0pen  to  members  of  the  Communist  and  Sociabsl 

hc-lil.  and  that  in  Ihcsc-  joint  ra««inRs  thn  ,.rol.lem,  oi 
S'nSi'ntc  action  ami  the-  <|.n*tion  oi  a sinelc  party  of  the  ptole- 

I**—!  tel 

-nc  I’nily  of  the  Si«»a- 

tton,  K repeated  Stalin’s  ptitSs*  t “ T*r  M«  »/  ,s 

:ne  fn  fire  minds  of  the  masses.  ’ 

'I*he  principles  formulated  in  OUT  proposal  are  as  follows 

(a)  No  class  coHaboralion- 

lb)  No  sacred  muon.  -1Ul  int0  civil  war. 

a - * - *•“'* 

(C{  Supimrt  of  the  colonial  peoples. 


Tjmrmion  un  armed  Insiu  rcvtimi,  (iiV  .. 

ik  j >i < dchu  i<it , i» >>  Sovifl  jnniri  ( ,!■  Hiv 

veriimvnb  c Ui 


(0  IV 

l h 

KOV0I  lllllf*nt . 

(l;)  CifllMNtCllt  illUTIlillilillilliHIII* 

(h)  Affiliation  l<>  .1  single  parly  of  the  working  cj(1 

(i)  Democratic  centralism, 

( j > Work  within  thv  factories. 


'Mil 


1J 


t|% 


Wo  ciultfl  wilh  ft  tfoiHTal  imposition  <4  the  nroKramj 
proletarian  slate  would  taiiy  out,  what  it  tvmikl  «iVo  tr  l,lat 
categories  of  toilers,  e v 

The  leadership  of  tfio  Socialist  Fatty  has  not  yvl 
although  our  Central  Com  mi  l tee  asked  it  Li»  bu  s*»  crfJ(lfi 

. ,4,  , . - / K "HI  Us  tfl  I , I 

have  its  opinion  on  the  question  of  unity.  us 

The  united  front  has  been  very  useful  for  the  working 
has  enabled  it  to  offer  better  resistance  to  the  offensive  of ' p .'k 
to  the  offensive  of  capital,  I lie.-  united  front  has  brought  ' 
lions  of  the  |>etty -bourgeoisie  closer  to  the  working  el;t:;.s  ^ ^ 
Socialist  leaders,  those  of  the  Ritfht  in  particular,  said  * 
accept  the  united  front,  the  middle  classes  will  withdraw  r.>  'A* 

working  class.”  Facts  have  given  tile  lie  to  this  asser  tion  ,l1* 
The  united  front  lias  also  strengthened  our  Communist  p, 
'i'hat  was  not  the  essential  aim.  It  was  one  of  the  consequences’ 
unity  of  action.  The  influence  ami  the  authority  of  the  C, 
jminist  Party  have  grown.  Its  membership  has  grown  consul? 
ably.  The  political  ability  of  the  Party  has  progressed.  * tr‘ 
Cadres  have  been  trained.  Yes,  there  has  been  great  difficult 
hesitation,  groping.  Kverything  was  not  all  right;  everything 
not  all  right  yet.  But  what  tremendous  changes  ! How  the  spirit 
of  responsibility  and  initiative  lias  grown  in  our  ranks  ! 

We  are  recording  excellent  results,  not  merely  for  our  part.. 
but  for  our  Young  Communist  League  as  well.  We  set  before  out 
League  the  task  of  winning  the  young,  of  saving  them  from  fav 
cist  demagogy,  of  satisfying  their  need  for  activity,  of  working  to 
create  an  organisation  of  youth  that  does  not  narrowly  copy  the 
slogans  and  the  formulas  of  the  Communist  Party.  Our  Young 
Communist  League  has  increased  its  membership  live-fold;  it  has 
played  a big  part  in  the  Amsterdam-Fleyel  movement;  it  has 
rallied  around  its  united  front  plat  form  the  Young  Socialist 
organisations  and  the  Republican  and  secular  youth  organise 
lions.  It  has  concluded  a pact  with  the  Young  Socialist  League, 
in  spite  of  the  prolonged  resistance  of  the  Socialist  Party. 

The  labour  sports  movement  has  been  united.  It  has  gained 
10,000  new  members  and  now  has  nearly  40,000. 
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. socis.tioti  of  ex -servicemen,  him  developed 

* M 1 m 4 i * * - 


It  A*c  " , n i H:trbu*-sv  and  nt  the  beginning  had  a few 

it  no%v  bJls  2QfiO&*  It  bus  obtained  admission 
ir  fVnW,,,1,':f?’V  r!  .<1  .ratin'*  oI  hot -Servicemen,  which  comprises 

COUM-  - ' * «.  l! * r 


i 


’^Ot ViTinn  memlier*. 

|udf . p .,ve  been  inspired  by  the  permanent  aim 

i*0".  cil.ctio11  liK(i;d;,tes  of  fascism  and  of  reaction.  In  the  first 
0*^  lb*  cfl’K  '1  independent  struggle.  In  the  second 
,f  b'-1  baVf  ".a-  applying  tbe  pact,  we  have  voted  Socialists 
on  the  \Kls1*n(\  Communis  for  the  Socialists  reciprocally, 

In  tbe  tnunicipal  elections  \vc  allowed  j 


Ufe1'  rtiinW-  *nn  ^ 

• L-oPiU  ceplions.  I*1 

(<lf.h  ra'e.f*  of  candidates 


I 


“‘'“joint  «*» 
Kk' J 


Front  jxjlicy,  we  called  for  votes  for 


tv 

I 


f our  People’s 

>,  s and  in  the  provinces;  we  put  only  the  following 
. a**-  in  1 fence  of  democratic  liberties;  disarmament  and  dis- 
K!S‘i0,lSr  , w "fascist  leagues.  In  Paris  we  demanded  in  addi- 
ction °i  “ ain9l  orijippe.  In  a few  cases  we  even  set  up  joint 

£ "ith.  withdrew  our  candidate,  who  had  lopped  all  the 
in  l>ar,s  nti  we  had  the  Socialist  Rivet  elected  against  one 
prominent  representatives  of  reaction 
o{  the  »loSt  ' Ucv  has  made  our  Party  grow  in  the  minds  of  the 
S"<*  V?  r p-.rty  appears  as  one  not  pursuing  a niggardly 
oih-rs-  u"  ereat  t>olitical  party,  acting  with  good  sense  and 
roticy ► 1)Ut  ‘ sl>uCtive  of  the  efforts  to  be  made  and  the  battles  to 

a cd3 a correct  idea  of  the  means  to  be  employed  to  carry  oft 

the  victor/-  that  our  experience  will  be  useful  to  thy 

b r iber  countries.  And  I address  myself  particularly  to 

toilers  of  othe  w lhe  carman  Socialist  workers,  1 

our  brother-  - of  returning  some  day  soon,  as  on 

eSj»ress  ^ ^em  tomb  of  Karl  Liebknecht  and  Rosa 

January  1 5th ► . derated  bv  Hitler’s  dogs,  to  celebrate  there 

'SgS^SSZ **  '->->■  •>-* 10  th' un  ’ 

0° the  tvorkinK  c,a“'  ''' w ‘ w’^ect  the  unity  of  action  latti* 

in  Austria  a»<V  S(iin.  ^ »*»-*  *“ 

tTprond  that  our  £ 

clearly  proclaims  that  ^ to  organise  a united  front  and  to 

the  leadership  of  the  ...  ■ • ( ^ international  proletariat, 

prepare  for  the  the  world  makes  ,t  in- 

The  situation  in  brancc  aim 


37 


cumbuiu  u|K)ii  us  to  Ik.* 
on 
nn- 


mo iv  unci  more 


i own  successes,  Too  K^cat  wvakiuissus  stijl  lR 
nil  and  ill  am  Parly,  especially  jn  n.  Vx 

i i f i 1 * ■ V 1 1 j*' 


^xaeiiiijr  . . 

■s  Still  ...  ^ 11  ll 

tst 


*> 


Struggles  and  of  trade  union  work,  among  t'y  ‘"  f,f  tt 
women  and.  generally  speaking,  in  nialtors  of  lt  ^ l’yavsituJ>,"i«ftk 
Although  some  progress  has  1»een  effected  in  *r^a,1'««ijc>tl  y ■ 
it  is  quite  evident  that  we  must  do  much  mori/^ .Ml*Sat'eii 
inadequate  scope  persists  in  the  work  of  the  pnj.  , * rt‘at  tarl|'j">^. 

We  must  also  make  a greater  effort  to  raise  th/i?"  al1  ^vm^- 
of  our  Party.  k u L<>*°gic^i  j5. 

In  France,  great  hat  ties  are  impending.  \y0  j VVt' 

the  prospect  of  great  class  conflicts  that  nur  Comr 

t rayed  in  his  closing  speech.  At  this  very  a<  v 

growing  because  ol  the  emergency  decrees.  The  x<H  ''rn,tnt : 
-these  bulwarks  of  the  state  that  Marx  talkeil°°i^?0  °®ci»i' 
“ Eighteenth  Brumaire  ** — are  rising;  the  pettv.i,!!.!°ut  !*>  hi! 
losing  confidence  i 


the  l»ic 


geoisie.  Demonstrations  are  frequent,  numerous  " ? n*8 
and  militant.  The  drive  toward  the  united  front,  tow' . V*8*8®^ 
toward  the  anti-fascist  People’s  Ft  out,  is  growing,  jj*  < Ul*ity( 
also  the  menace  of  fascism’,  which  is  strengthening  its  < 
tions  and  arming  its  lighting  squads.  The  bourgeoisie  is  I 

isolate  our  great  Party  in  order  to  smash  it  and  to  bre  t ** 
resistance  of  the  labouring  masses.  *hfc 

We  bear  a great  resjKmsibility  toward  the  working  class 
France,  toward  the  people  of  our  country,  and  toward  the  ini  °' 
national  proletariat.  We  are  conscious  of  this  responsibility  ^ 
of  the  obligations  that  it  lays  upon  us,  an® 

Strengthening  the  united  front  in  the  political  field,  and  CVt 
more  so  in  the  economic  field,  attaining  trade  union  unity  ex 
tending  and  consolidating  the  anti-fascist  People's  Front!  win 
ning  the  wide  |ieasant  masses,  securing  the  dissolution  and  the 
disarmament  of  the  fascist  leagues  that  are  plotting  against  fiu, 
people  and  against  the  republic  and  are  plotting  with  Hitler 
against  peace,  fighting  all  the  forces  of  reaction,  against  thfc 
church,  fighting  to  purify  the  army,  to  defend  our  liberties,  t0 
defend  the  Soviet  Union . 

To  realise  these  tasks  we  must  strengthen  our  Communist 
Party,  taking  as  our  inspiration  Stalin’s  thought : " The  victors 
0}  revolution  never  comes  by  itself.  It  has  to  be  prepared  for  and 
won.  And  only  a strong  proletarian  revolutionary  party  ran 
prepare  for  and  win  victory.”  11 


11  Socialism  Victorious. 
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t to 

w*nt  1 


plish  these  tasks.  We  want  to  respond  to  thv 
-"..lactad  «U  f>ur  working  class  and  in  the  Com 


"j*  »t  l<V‘  ,«cv  when  he  wrote  us  in  iqao,  asking  us  to 

^.^rwralion1 

* uy\bL  to  '>L  j fighters  of  the  glorious  Commune,  and 

"irly,  the  builder  of  the  new 


.i-hircl  11  ...rthv  both  of  the  revolutionary  pant  i>f  the 
, #hC  1 be  , t 

r \Ve  .( 1*1 
i<. - 

„{  world- (>ur  country  tire  shame  and  horror  of  fascism, 

\VC  to  the 


v*  . i^i  " “ fiiiatc (,ul  - - - - --  - ~ — » 

the  liberation  of  our  brothers  bowed  under  the 
' *ntr‘,,ot^  t0  in  fight  with  all  our  heart  all  our  strength. 


to  ^ faSc,&,1,J- |jCrty , for  peace,  for  the  defence  of  the  Soviet 
f^tiread’  ^yT  lu”go  further,  to  the  French  Soviet  Republic, 
frf.  „ \Vc  1'v‘*n  sh;dl  achieve  under  the  banner  of  the  Com- 
l1"  iriuiUph  \ . umicr  the  invincible  banner  of  Marx, 

"’l*  ■ t |iit*rnn«0,*‘*1’ 

fSp  a,ul  the  battle  will  be  hard,  hut  we  are  sure  of  victory 

' \Vc  M'0"’ 1 ' fc;ir  U)  breast  the  tumultuous  waves  at  Dimitrov’s 
|ld  wc  do  ^jie  helm  of  our  ship  is  in  the  firm  hands  of  the 
'’^jnons  since  tk.ar  and  great  Stalin,  ff.cud  nn<i  pro- 

palest  of  PuM‘ ’ 7JIC  drlcgfllcs  rise  and  sing  the  “ Inter- 
QpP  7'j,c  fiernian  delegation  shout  a mighty  Rot 
naif- 

i ") 


r.^ 

fiO’d 
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